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Robert’s
Ramblings 

THE ORE BIN
AS USUAL, A COMPROMISE
Photos by Bob Brown

One fun part of building my Eureka Mill layout is the re-
search involved. There is not much recorded on the Eureka 
Mill and its little 30-inch gauge railroad and I would like to see 
more, but maybe it would just confuse me. I have found that 
I just do not have the room to do a realistic model in O scale. 
So, it has been compromise after compromise, but I am still 
satisfied with my scene.

As I understand it, there were several Eureka Mills. The 
first built in 1871 burned down, and was then rebuilt, and 
later improved. My problem has always been at which stage 
I should build my scene. Ore was originally hauled in four 
wheel ore cars by horses to an incline railway, and hauled up 

Right: This overall photo shows 
the ore bin in place on the layout. 
Note the various materials used as 
roofing, and the incline railway.
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Above: This sign tells 
viewers just what is going 
on with that track into 
the wall.

Right: A close up of the ore 
“tub” on the railway.

to the top of the mill to be dumped into 
a sorting device called a grizzly. I have 
photos of this line running along the 
top of the flume, both in horse powered 
days, and later by steam locomotive. In 
1887, a Porter was purchased and began 
operating along the top of the flume until 
it was realized that the locomotive was 
too heavy, and a new right of way was 
built on land, and a deck, parallel to the 
flume. Both on the horse powered and 
steam powered lines, the little ore cars 
were hauled up to the mill on the incline 
railway.

Photos show the track leading to the 
incline alongside the engine house, and 
I have a photo taken looking down the 
incline showing the engine house and 
adjacent track. Later photos show the in-
cline gone and a track running through 
the engine house to an ore bin. I do not 
know how the ore got to the top of the 
mill from this bin so gravity could do its 
work.

Since I wanted to model the engine 
house with the track running through it, I 
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also modeled the ore bin. I am also modeling the incline feed-
ing my stamp mill, and will describe it in a later Ramblings.

At the other end of the Eureka Mill Railroad, ore was de-
livered from the Virginia & Truckee Railroad over a branch 
above the Carson River. The ore came in standard gauge four 
wheel ore cars designed and built in the V&T’s shops in Car-
son City, Nevada. When the Eureka Mill Railroad needed ore 
cars, they ordered wore cars to be built by the V&T shops 
to the same design, only smaller. The ore was dumped into 
tubs at the top of an incline railroad. There were two parallel 
tracks, each with a tub. One tub was filled and its weight, as 
it descended down the incline, pulled the previously emptied 
tub on the other track up to be filled. Once filled, it was let 
down pulling the empty back up to be refilled. The ore went 
into a large ore bin where it was dumped into the Eureka Mill 
Railroad’s ore cars as needed.

Again, space dictated my ore bin. It is located too near my 
engine shed. It should be a mile or so down the line in the 
neighbor’s back yard, and it is way too small. I just did not have 
the width to do it justice. I found two Yorke cast paster rock 
walls and used them as foundations. The bin was assembled 
from scribed basswood and strip wood. I made a nice messy 

corrugated, wood planked, and tar paper roof, and added nut 
bolt washer castings. The wood was weathered with Hunter 
Line stains. The most interesting feature of my ore bin is the 
inclined railway. I added two standard gauge tracks, and one 
cast metal tub. The tub is from an old mine kit I have been 
robbing parts from for years. I mounted it on a wood frame 
with two small standard gauge wheel sets, and added a cable. 
Since I cannot model the V&T above my scene, I made a little 
label explaining where the ore comes from.

Yes, more compromises, but I still think I have the flavor 
of the little Eureka Mill Railroad in my On30 scene. All, as 
usual, great fun.

Above: The ore bin beyond the engine shed. Note the incline track to the still-to-be-completed 
stamp mill in the background. There is still a lot to be done to bed this structure into the layout.
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41st National
Narrow Gauge Convention

September 1-4, 2021
Hickory, NC 28601
www.41nngc.com

41nngc@gmail.com

You’ve seen the ads for years ... but never gone.
What are you missing?

➨ 45+ Clinics presented by the gurus of model railroading on scenery,
structures, rolling stock, motive power, and history.

➨ 300+ Vendor tables all in one big room. Meet the manufacturers of exciting 
model railroading items, from craftsman structure kits to rock formations to cars 
and locomotives to electronics.

➨ 25+ Home layouts to visit at your own pace, which will take your inspiration to 
the next level.

➨ Modular railroads in the vendor hall and a model contest that attracts some of 
the best scratch builders in the world together.

➨ Convention week will also include special events at the steam tourist railroads in 
the region.

Registration is $100, $125 after August 1st, spouses & children under 16 free.
For more information and to register, visit www.41nngc.com
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Dear Bob,
I have been meaning to send you these 

photos for a long time. In 2010 the Nevada 
State Railroad Museum 
completed the restoration of 
its 1910 Virginia & Truckee 
McKeen motorcar. I was a 
volunteer at the time. The 
restoration crew spent about 14 
years working on the motorcar 
and did a great job. After it 
was retired, the body was used 
for a diner, then a plumbing 
shop. The owners gave it to the 
NSRRM, on the condition they 
would complete the restoration 
by 2010. 
Sincerely,
Paul S. Pace, PLS
Via email
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Dear Bob,
Hope that you are doing well, staying safe and healthy.
Attached is a photo of my CONOCO station in its fi nal 

resting place. As an HO version of the Penasco CONOCO 
gas station is now available and was reviewed in the 
January/February 
GAZETTE, I’m 
thinking that my 
1:20.3 version 
would be of 
lesser interest 
to your readers. 
Nonetheless, I 
fi gured that I would 
send you a “just for 
kicks” photo. 
Sincerely,
Bob Dolci
Via email
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Dear Bob,
Wow! I did not anticipate that my cover 

photo on the January/February GAZETTE
would draw so much attention. I am not 
a professional photographer; I just take 
pictures of stuff to document them or show 
them off. For what it’s worth, here is what 
I did. The camera is a Nikon COOLPIX 
L-20. It is a small 10 megapixel camera 
that I actually got at a garage sale a few 
years ago for one dollar! Apparently, 
everybody is using their phones to take 
photos these days and the former owner 
of this camera had no use for it anymore. 
It is small enough that when placed on the 
layout, the lens is just about eye height for 
a ¼-inch-scale photographer. One photo 
shows it in place. In addition, I made what I 
guess you might call a fl at tripod, a sheet of 
metal with two adjusting screws that allows 
me to adjust the camera angle up or down, 
or level it on an uneven surface, while still 
retaining the low level position of the lens.  

The second photo shows a different 
camera on my fl at tripod. For the artistic 
effect on the cover photo, I used the 
“cartoon” fi lter setting on the Gimp Image 
Editor, a free picture manipulation program 
that came with the open-source Ubuntu 
operating system I am using. I hope this 
answers your readers’ questions. 
Sincerely,
Gary Bothe
Via email

Hi Bob,
Since sending you the article 

on my 1/2n2 boxcar, I’ve 
worked on a few logging models 
in On30. Here’s a very rustic 
logging speeder spotted behind 
the company’s sawmill. It was 
a long weekend project, and is 
powered by a NWSL Stanton 
drive. It has a complete interior 
including a Valley Car Works 
potbellied stove that I got from 
Lee Klaus many years ago.
Sincerely,
Pete Mesheau
Via email
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Dear Bob,
I was interested to read the article about 

a 2-6-2T conversion in the March/April 
2021 GAZETTE. I recently completed 
a similar conversion. My starting point 
was an On30 Bachmann 2-6-0. I used 
black ABS plumbing pipe for the saddle 
tank and added a trailing truck from my 
scrap bin. I fashioned a fuel bunker from 
styrene sheeting and built new pilots 
front and rear. The loco now works on 
my Key Valley Railway hauling log cars 
between the loading area and the mill.

I am now working on another 
conversion. I am modifying an HO 
IHC 2-8-2 into an On30 2-8-2T. I have 
added an On30 Forney cab and a saddle 
tank again from ABS pipe. This one is 
loosely based on an engine owned by 
the Port Alberni Railway on Vancouver 
Island. I fi nd doing such conversions to 
be an interesting modelling challenge.
Sincerely,
M. Terry Ashcroft
Via email

I was interested to read the article about 

Dear Bob,
I have been waiting for the Bodie Church drawings to appear 

in Neil’s series, and so was pleased to see it in the March/April 
issue. Some additional photos of the church are available from the 
Bodie Foundation at www.Bodie.com. The images on that site are 

from the horse-and-buggy 
days, but do not show 
the small shed structure 
in front of the church, 
however, there is a railing 
for tethering one’s mule. 
I was surprised that 
no mention was made 
that this church was 
offered as an HO scale 
kit by Historical Scale 
Miniatures. These kits still 
show up occasionally at 
train shows (hope we can 
have those again soon) or 
on eBay. I put “stained 
glass” windows in mine, 
and a photo is attached.
Sincerely,
Bill Althoff
Via email
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C r u s a d e r 
 R  A  I   L       S  E  R  V  I   C  E  S

5920 Houghton St  •  Phila, PA 19128
215-482-7530  •  crusaderrail.com  •  Facebook

Craftsman Grade Products

M~F 9a - 4p  +  M~Th 6:30 - 9:30p
Sat 9-1 pm (East)

Check Our Monthly Website Sales 
Plus Facebook Page Flash Sales

Mail Orders
Credit Cards

HO • S • O  Figures
DCC • Sound • Speakers

Bridge Kits
BEST Shingles

HO • S • O Details

Micro Engineering
Tichy Windows & Doors

Kadee® Couplers
Turnout Controls

Xuron Tools

‘Train & Trooper’ Sn2 Brass Locos, Busses, Coaches

Bi-monthly, quality colour magazine, 
Narrow Lines, mailed (GBP £36) or 
digital (GBP £25); specialist handbooks 
on English, Welsh and Irish prototypes; 
modelling goods (incl. Peco, Kadee, 
Grandt Line, Mt. Albert), sales and 
second-hand. Worldwide membership.

Check us out on –
Instagram: #7mmnarrowgaugeassociation • www.7mmnga.org.uk

British, American, European & RoW modelling in On30, 1/43 or 1/4”/ foot

The 7mm Narrow Gauge Association

© Edwin Lambert
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Berkshire Valley Models, 438 Morgan Woods Dr., 
Fenton, MO 63026, berkshirevalleymodels.com, has 
produced two ore bins in HO. Kit #2016 is the version 
I assembled and is designed as a truck ramp at $29.95 
and Kit #2015 is the mine track version at $25.95. The 
latter features a length of mine track across the top of 
the bin; the former, a planked roadway to allow trucks 
to back onto the bin and dump 
their loads.

Colorado narrow gauges used 
such ore bins as many mines 
were either too small or too re-
mote to justify a track spur for 
rail service. Further, unlike most 
model mines, rare was the oc-
casion when an ore bin could 
conveniently be located adjacent 
to both a mine and a spur track. 
So, having ore cars or trucks 
service a bin makes sense. 

The kit consists of laser-cut 
wood and card components 
plus a few nut-bolt-washer cast-
ings. I easily assembled it in one 
evening with every part fitting 
perfectly. But do pay attention 
to keeping everything square as 
the instructions suggest. Also 
note the card side gate pieces 
fit notch-down on the protrud-
ing front timber with card ex-
tension wrapping around after-
wards. I liked the railing along 
the roadway, the simulated iron 
barred grate atop the bin and 
card chute extension. The latter 
features were painted with gun-
metal, rusted and blackened to 
look like worn metal. The entire 
bin received a heavy dusting of 
black as it will represent a coal 
bin. I first imparted wood grain 
with a razor saw and stained the 
timbers as suggested. I appre-
ciated the small retaining wall 
included to raise the front to 
standard gauge height if needed. 
Very thoughtful.

The result was a lovely and authentic looking source 
of traffic for a narrow gauge or standard gauge line. De-
signed for a hillside setting, the extended roadway with 
mid-trestle bent allows a lot of flexibility in placement. An-
other winner from Berkshire Valley. Charlie Getz. 
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Dart Castings, 17 Hurst Close, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 
OBX, www.dartcastings.co.uk sells a huge range of OO 
(4mm scale) and O (7mm scale) figures and scenic acces-
sories. Their OO scale line includes horse drawn vehicles, 
horses, and line side details such as signs, mailboxes, bar-
rels, and animals including cows, squirrels, sea gulls, dogs, 
goats, pigs, and even a dolphin, to name a few.

There are also some 27 O scale figures sold under 
the Monty’s Models name, and 14 sports figures just in 
case you have a Le Mons racetrack on your layout. I have 
samples of two O scale cast metal figures with separate 
arms or legs. The first is for a tractor or industrial locomo-
tive driver, and was cast for the Simplex reviewed in the 
March/April 2021 GAZETTE. The second is of a worker 
taking a drink of water from a canteen. Each figure sells 
for £3.95. The minimum mail order is £5.00, so I or-
dered two figures.

You can pay via PayPal making things easy since Pay-
Pal will do the currency conversion. My figures arrived in 
about 10 days.

I have just touched the surface of the range of parts 
available from Dart Castings. All are British, but the horse 
drawn vehicles, horses, animals, and most of the figures, 

Walthers, 5601 West Florist Ave, Milwaukee, WI 
53218, www.walthers.com, released its Ranch Tract 
House in HO and N some years back. I assembled the HO 
brick version (Kit #933-3777, $24.98) although it is also 
available as a framed version (#933-3775, $24.98). Note 
the N scale version is brick only. One-story ranch-style 
houses first appeared in the 1920s and are associated 
with the American West. This design worked perfectly for 
the rapid expansion in housing required in the 1940-50s 
and soon became ubiquitous around the country. I lived in 
a very similar house in Albuquerque as a child in 1952, 
and the design of the kit is very true to what I recall.

The kit is composed entirely of good quality styrene 
parts and a piece of acetate for glass. All of the styrene 

and many of the scenic accessories are usable in an Amer-
ican scene. Well worth checking Dart Castings’ web site. 
Bob Brown.

parts fit perfectly. I used Testor’s plastic cement to quickly 
assemble the parts using the illustrated simple instruction 
sheet. I painted the walls a buff color with white windows 
and a salmon color door. Very 1940s. The shingled roof 
was painted a warm green and dusted with a matching 
weathering powder, although the house itself was not 
weathered. I added lead foil flashing around the chimney 
and painted the interior of the walls black in case I decide 
to light the house. I especially appreciated the inclusion 
of rain gutters and downspouts plus window treatments. 
Though not a railroad structure, this little one-day project 
will date your layout, provide a place for your workers to 
live and bring memories to your visitors. I really enjoyed 
assembling it. Charlie Getz.
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Berkshire Valley Models, 438 
Morgan Woods Dr., Fenton, MO 
63026, berkshirevalleymodels.
com, sells O scale kits of the Yan-
kee Girl Mine for $159.95 each. 
The prototype was once located 
between Silverton and Ouray, 
Colorado and the ruins of the 
Yankee Girl Mine still stand on 
Red Mountain Pass. In its hey-
day this mine was one of the 
best producing properties in the 
Red Mountain Mining District. 
This vertical shaft mine worked 
the claim filed by John Robinson 
in 1882 to work a large subter-
ranean quartz bloom. The ore 
was so rich it was able to bypass 
preliminary processing, and was 
shipped directly to the smelter. 
The mine was initially shut down 
in 1898 when silver prices plum-
meted, and the country went on 
the gold standard, however, it was 
briefly reopened up until 1914 
in a last ditch effort to continue 
ore production. The Yankee Girl 
provided the focal point for the 
mining camp that would be called 
Guston, which at its height would 
have a population of 300.

The prototype is interest-
ing, since it consists of a patchwork of sheathing over a 
frame built over the head frame. This angular structure, 
while eye-catching and unusual, was designed to protect 
the hoist frame’s structure and machinery from the often 
harsh weather seen in the Colorado Rockies. The kit for 
the Yankee Girl mine is now offered by Berkshire Valley 
Models in both O and HO scale. The model is assembled 
around a laser-cut plywood core over which scribed bass-
wood panels are laminated. A nicely laid out set of instruc-
tions, as well as a series of drawings, make building this 
seemingly complex model very straight forward.

As with most laser-cut kits, construction begins with 
the prep-work. In this case, the core pieces were sealed 
with sanding sealer and sanded smooth, while the exte-
rior panels and beams were stained with a solvent based 
penetrating stain. Once dry, the sheathed carcass was 
complete in only a few hours. The doors and windows are 
laser cut from laser board and their framing was stained 
with good results. The window framing and hoist sheave 
were primed and painted prior to being added to the 
model.

The corrugated roofing is ribbed aluminum sheathing. 
It was cut to 8-foot lengths and pre-painted with a base 
coat of red oxide primer followed by an over spray of 
matte dark brown. Each of the roofing panels was held 

in place using double sided tape laid over the roofing sub-
strate in strips. Once the roofing was complete, the entire 
surface was dry-brushed with a light tan acrylic craft paint. 

A small, square hoist house is provided, which is as-
sembled using the same techniques as the main structure. 
Once both structures were completed, they were attached 
to a base and connected with a cable (string provided) 
which runs from the spindle in the interior of the hoist 
house to the sheave at the top of the hoist. Overall, the fit 
of the parts was perfect. Among the drawings is a plate 
showing how the prototype structure was laid out which 
can be duplicated in any number of configurations.

The finished Yankee Girl Mine building has a rough 
footprint of 2½ x 8 inches and the hoist house measures 
3 inches square. Since the prototype was served by the 
Silverton Northern Railroad, provisions can be made to 
include a railroad spur, or the mine can provide outbound 
ore, over the road, in wagon loads. The model in no small 
part due to its height, being over a foot tall in O scale, has 
a presence much larger than its rather modest footprint. 
The Yankee Girl Mine kit provides the model builder a his-
torically accurate model of the silver rush era in Colorado 
which can be finished as it would have appeared when 
new, or in disrepair. George Riley. 
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www.narrowgaugeandindustrial.co.uk

The home of the REVIEW and RCL Publications
The magazine that builds into a narrow gauge encyclopedia – modelling and prototype.
Two or more scale drawings every issue, plus articles and product reviews (all scale and
gauge combinations) written by experts. 56 pages, published quarterly, high quality
content and production, colour throughout.

Subscriptions:UK £23.50 — EU £33.00 — World £45.00
Visit the website for REVIEW Extras, search the REVIEW index,
purchase subscriptions, back issues and RCL Publications Books

Narrow Gauge & Industrial
18 Barnpark Road,Teignmouth
Devon,TQ14 8PN United Kingdom
admin@narrowgaugeandindustrial.co.uk
WE HAVE MOVED - NOTE NEWADDRESS

Ye Olde Huff & Puff, 

MAINLINE MODELS

Now reintroducing the following lines

STEWART MODELS

watch our website as new kits become 
available at www.labellemodels.com

w w w . l a s e r k i t . c o m
American Model Builders

Email:
laserkit@sbcglobal.net

Martinsburg Mine
Laser-cut Kit
HO Scale #164
O Scale #488

Tailings Trestle
Extensions
Available

HO Scale #165
O Scale #452

Includes: Hoist House,
Headframe, and
Tailings Trestle
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Steam Sawmill 
w/Planer 
HO – $99
S – $195
O – $205

HO/O/N/S KMP MODELS 
Wood Kits w/White Metal Details 

U.S. Shipping: $9.95 (Foreign Actual Cost)

Pile Driver 
N – $50

HO – $69.95
S – $208 
O – $226 

Spar Tree 
N – $36

HO – $42.50
O – $64 

NEW S – $60

(4) Sawmill Buildings 
HO – $80.50, O – $205

N Scale Willamette  
Loader or Yarder  
Donkey $50 each 

HO Scale  
Willamette 
Loader or  
Yarder Donkey  
$69.95 each

              JAY COHEN
777 S Federal Hwy RP 714
Pompano Beach FL 33062

e-mail:  Jay@JaysTrains.com
Phone 954+941-5990

FREE catalog or to place an order call:

800+932-8221 [10am-8:30pm Eastern]
We accept all major credit cards. Please make 

check/money order payable to Jay CohEn.
Check out our 8000+ item online catalog:

http://www.jaystrains.com
LOGGING & SAWMILL KITS

 NEW  N Scale – $82      NEW  S Scale – $139
 NEW  HO Scale – $98 NEW  O Scale – $174

NEW S Scale Yarder or 
Loader Steam Donkey 

$208 each

NEW N Scale  
Steam Sawmill $69.50

4 Assorted Log 
Camp Cars (less Trucks)

O Scale Yarder 
or Loader  

Steam Donkey 
$226 each

Kits available in HO, N & O Scales
CALL TODAY TO ORDER 406-821-0181

www.downtowndeco.com

Amazing detail, character and graphics!
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visit us at www.evergreenscalemodels.com
Toll Free (877) 376-9099

     /EvergreenScaleModels

EVERGREEN TRANSPARENT
COLOR SHEETS

 Available in 
Transparent Blue, 
Red, Yellow and 
Green

 Made from Oriented 
Polystyrene

 Available in Single 
Color Packs and 
Assorted (includes 
opaque black)

 .010” X 6” X 12”
Sheet Size
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railroadbooks.biz
has 1,900+ new titles, all at discount

ORDERS: U.S. 800 554-7463
BUSINESS & INTERNATIONAL:

(+01)812 391-2664
SEND: $2.00 for paperbook list

PO Box 4, Bloomington, IN 47402-0004

www.railroadbooks.biz

E-MAIL FOR FREE PDF LIST
railroadbooks@earthlink.net

INTERNATIONAL
SERVICE

DOMESTIC SHIPPING
FREE OVER $63.00

NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLYNEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY

Fuzzy Anstine
7465 County Road 146

Salida, CO 81201
719-207-0692

Mechanism tune-up • side rods • crossheads re-gear • re-motor • DCC • Sound  • LED lighting • All Scales and Gauges HO and up
 

Bring your classic shelf-sitters into the 21st century
Scale Brass Mechanic

scalebrassmech@gmail.com   www.scalebrassmechanic.com

See you at the 
National Narrow Gauge Con.

in Hickory NC  

www.interactionhobbies.com

Kit  HO-3101

Kit  HO-7509
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In The Beginning
I’ve been “into trains” since my pre-

teen years, and a serious model rail-
roader for over 40 years. Back in the late 
1970s, I began searching for a prototype 
because it became clear to me from my 
reading that modeling an actual railroad 
offered a number of advantages over in-
venting one on my own. My childhood 
trains were American Flyer, and I had an 
affinity for the nice size of S scale trains 
(1:64), so I wanted to stay with S. While I 
had big dreams, as all modelers do when 
envisioning their ultimate layout, both 
space and funds were at a premium at 
that time, and so I knew I shouldn’t be 
looking at the big Class 1 railroads. Be-
sides, I wanted to model a railroad that 

A TALE OF TWO RAILROADS

Title photo: Even though the author’s 
layout is not large, measuring just 20 x 
12 feet, he represents both the Buffalo 
Creek and Gauley and the standard 
gauge logging operation of the Elk 
River Coal & Lumber Company. Here 
trains from both railroads cross near 
Cressmont, while a local truck driver 
pauses to take in the action.

Two Prototypes, Four Layouts And A Lifetime Of Modeling Fun
by Brooks Stover, MMR

Photos by the author unless noted

This interchange was the only connec-
tion the BC&G had with the outside 
world. In the 1950s and 60s, the BC&G 
rostered three Consolidations, and had a 
hodge-podge of secondhand MOW and 
passenger rolling stock typical of a short 

was, well, different from what other guys 
were doing.

To make a long story short, with 
some help from my brother, who was liv-
ing in West Virginia at the time, I discov-
ered two railroads that were owned by 
the Elk River Coal & Lumber Company 
(ERC&L) and which were completely in-
tertwined. You see, the ERC&L Co. op-
erated a huge coal mine in central West 
Virginia, and also logged the 100,000 
acres it owned around the mine. The first 
railroad, the Buffalo Creek and Gauley, 
was a standard gauge common carrier 
that hauled coal from the Rich Run Mine 
in Widen to an interchange with the 
B&O at Dundon, about 18 miles away. 
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line. It was clear to me that the BC&G 
in this period would be a perfect railroad 
to model. 

But the “cherry on top” resulting from 
selecting the BC&G as my prototype, is 
that the ERC&L Co. also used standard 
gauge geared locomotives lettered for the 
ERC&L to haul lumber from the woods 
to a big sawmill the company operated 
at Swandale, midway between Dundon 
and Widen. When I started, I had no idea 
how I’d model the geared engines in S 
scale, but I reasoned I had years to fi gure 
that out! The log trains ran from Swan-
dale on BC&G track to a wye at Avoca, 
where light rail laid on hand-hewn log 
ties, ran 9 miles out into the woods. The 
complete story of the ERC&L Co. and 
the “two railroads for the price of one,” 
including hundreds of prototype photos 
selected expressly for modelers, is avail-
able on a website I maintain at  www.
buffalocreekandgauley.com.

First Three Layouts
Convinced I was on to something, 

I started my fi rst S scale layout around 
1980. It was crude, but I had a blast re-
searching the railroads and cobbling to-
gether representations of the coal mine, 

THE S SCALE BUFFALO CREEK & GAULEY AND ELK RIVER COAL & LUMBER COMPANY LAYOUT

DRAWN BY STEPHEN M. PRIEST, MMR
USED WITH PERMISSION FROM FEBURARY 2021 RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN

NOT TO SCALE

the sawmill and the equipment of the 
two railroads. A second layout followed 
as the result of a move to a new home. 
Then a third layout was begun in 1998 
after yet another move. This one fi lled a 
44- x 25-foot room, and included all four 
of the towns served by the BC&G, the 
coal mine, the sawmill and the logging 
operation as well. For a long time, I sub-
stituted light Diesels for the geared log-
ging engines, but by this time, S Helper 
Service had introduced beautiful S scale 
Consolidations which were perfect for 
the BC&G.  

I hosted 50 operating sessions on the 
“big layout.” Each session engaged four 
2-man crews for about 4 hours, during 

which time coal trains and log trains trav-
eled through rugged mountain terrain 
that reached above the eye level of the 
operators. By most measures, the lay-
out was complete and had served me, 
and those who saw and operated it, very 
well for nearly 20 years. But life events 
determined that it was time to move on. 
This layout was dismantled in 2016 for a 
move to a new, smaller retirement home.   
The layout was featured in the January/
February 2013 GAZETTE, and is also 
documented on my BC&G website. 

The New Layout
At age 70, I had some decisions to 

make about my involvement in the hob-
by. The relocation move presented a 
great opportunity to try something new 
on my fourth layout, and hopefully, do 
some things better. I thought through 
some options, but it didn’t take long to 
conclude that the most logical thing to do 
was to continue modeling the BC&G and 
ERC&L logging operation, and to do it 
in S scale. I simply had too much time 
and money invested to start over with 
a different prototype, or in a different 
scale. I was fortunate enough to be able 

(text continued on page 27)
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Above: Consolidation #13 is going about the work 
of switching the busy sawmill at Swandale, the 
center of operations on the layout.  The structure 
above the locomotive is the planing mill. The model 
was recently built from photos of the prototype 
taken in 1963-64. The sawmill in the distance was 
featured in the May/June 2020 GAZETTE, but since 
then has been modified to include the covered 
open-air storage area revealed in some newly 
discovered photos.

Left: John Phillips captured this classic logging 
railroad scene of ERC&L Shay #19 getting some 
much needed attention at the Swandale engine 
house in 1961. Cody Burdette, who helped tend 
to the engine, says that the broken wheel in the 
foreground is from a lumber wagon used at the 
sawmill, and the long shaft is a driveshaft from 
Shay #18, an ex-Cherry River Boom & Lumber 
locomotive used for parts.

Right: The author recreated the 
John Phillips photo using his model 
of Climax #4 as a stand-in for the 
Shay. The broken wheel, driveshaft 
and orange welding tank in the 
original photo were included in this 
reenactment. The engine house was 
featured in the July/August 2020 
GAZETTE.
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to design a small layout room in our new 
home, but it was clear that something 
was going to have to be eliminated from 
the “big layout,” as the new space mea-
sured just 12 x 25 feet.

As it turns out, all I had to do was do 
what the prototype did, cut the railroad in 
half! After operating for fifty years, in De-
cember 1963, the Rich Run Mine closed. 
BC&G trains then needed to run only the 
9 miles to Swandale, the site of the saw-
mill. The eastern-most 9 miles of track 
was no longer used. The geared logging 
engines continued to run along BC&G 
track, and then head off into the woods 
at Avoca. I developed a track plan on two 
levels with as long a mainline run as was 
practical in the space available. The focus 
of the layout is the switching operations 
at the Dundon interchange, the sawmill 
at Swandale, and at the log loading site 
out in the woods. The time period is the 
summer of 1964, the last summer of 
steam operations on the BC&G. 

 

Layout Design Objectives
Four primary and inter-related objec-

tives drove the design of the new layout:   
Overall Visual Impact — The envi-

ronment a layout is in can make or break 
it. I wanted the new layout to fit comfort-
ably in the new space and for it to pres-
ent a level of “visual drama.” More layout 
could have been put in the room, but I 
opted for plenty of open space for view-
ers and operators. The layout shares the 
room with a desk, shelves and bookcases 
so that my collection of memorabilia and 
reference material is close at hand.

Prototype Fidelity — After research-
ing and modeling the BC&G and ERC&L 
logging activities for 40 years, I had lots 
of information about the railroads, the 
structures and the geography. I wanted 
to have the new layout be as representa-
tive of the prototype as it could be, given 
its compact size. I knew that significant 
compromises would be required, but I 
wanted to include as many prototype-in-
spired mini-scenes and details as I could. 
Every structure on the layout was scratch-
built and represents a prototype struc-
ture. Equally important, was to have an 
operating scheme in which all the trains 
would be representative of trains that at 
one time or another ran on the real rail-
road.

Operating Fun — The track plan and 
operating scheme were developed simul-
taneously. This ensured that the locations 
and sizes of sidings, staging, and run 

Below: Climax #3 has paused where 
the logging branch meets the BC&G 
mainline at Avoca Jct. A crewman has 
gotten down to use the call box on the 
pole to get clearance to proceed to 
Swandale. Behind the office building is a 
company cemetery. A small amount was 
deducted from each employees’ monthly 
pay for a burial fund. The ERC&L 
Company took care of every need.

around tracks would accommodate the 
trains I planned to run. While trains are 
shorter than on the large layout, and they 
travel less distance between work sites, 
operations are fun. Trains on the sched-
ule include the Mack Railbus, the BC&G 
trains running between the interchange 
at Dundon and the sawmill, the log trains 
between Swandale and the log camp at 
Starcher, and the Climax-powered “steel 
train” moving supplies for the loggers. 
At the end of an operating session, time 
leaps ahead a few years and the Diesel 
powered coal trains that ran on BC&G 
trackage when the line reopened under 
new ownership in 1971 are run.   

 Photographic Opportunities — 
Sharing my modeling efforts with others 
through published photos has long been 
an enjoyable part of the hobby for me. 
I plan to continue to share the new lay-
out in this way, and so as I laid out the 
track plan and scenery, I was sensitive to 
where the good “photo ops” would be. 
The layout room is brightly lit to facilitate 
taking photos without the need for auxil-
iary lighting.

Construction Techniques 
And Features

Because we had our new home built 
to our specifications, I was able to op-
timize the configuration of the layout 
room. I had the builder install wall out-
lets where I wanted and specified one 

(text continued from page 25)

(text continued on page 29)
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Left: Three truck 
Shays were the 
primary engines used 
on the ERC&L log 
trains, but a 3-truck 
Climax was used 
for this duty on the 
author’s layout. Here 
Climax #4 has a 
couple of loaded log 
cars and the line’s 
ancient American log 
loader coupled up 
with one of the two 
4-wheel log cabooses 
on the end.  The train 
will soon depart for 
the Swandale sawmill 
crossing the creek on 
one of the causeway-
style crossings.

Above: While there are no photos showing the complete locomotive, records show 
that at one point a 3-truck Climax #4 was rostered on the ERC&L. The author built 
this model of the engine by modifying a Bachmann On30 locomotive. It is shown 
here with a string of loaded log flats ready to depart for the sawmill at Swandale.
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circuit on a wall switch which now shuts 
off power to the layout. I had the builder 
hang florescent light fixtures to brightly 
light the layout, carpet the floor and even 
paint the walls sky blue. I then added the 
stenciled clouds before starting bench-
work construction.

Building a new layout from scratch of-
fered the opportunity to try some of the 
new materials and techniques that have 

Right: In the summer of 
1964, Mark Metz captured 
this view of BC&G #13 
running tender-first on the 
return trip to Dundon with 
just two cars and the caboose 
leading the way. After the 
mine closed in December 
1963, there was no way to 
turn the engines, so they ran 
tender-first half the time.

Below: The author recreated 
Mark Metz’s image on his 
layout. By sheer luck, the 
car number on his B&O 
chip hopper is exactly the 
same number as the car in 
Mark’s photo, 829117.  All 
of the foliage on the layout is 
from Woodland Scenics. The 
dirt road is sifted real dirt. 
Rock castings were made in 
aluminum foil molds.

become available since I started my prior 
layout 20 years earlier. But I also used 
some old tech. For starters, I recycled 
much of the benchwork lumber from the 
prior layout. Because I had the new lay-
out design well along before tearing down 
the old one, I was able to cut some of the 
lumber to length at the old house. This 
sped up construction of the new layout 
and allowed me to use superior fully-sea-
soned older lumber for much of the new 

(text continued from page 27)

(text continued on page 32)

supporting benchwork. The Masonite 
sliding doors installed below the layout, 
were also moved from the prior layout, as 
were the hillside profiles attached to the 
walls. I installed 110-volt power outlets 
at several locations on the fascia to mini-
mize the need for extension cords during 
construction and maintenance.

For the sub-roadbed and scenery, I 
went new tech. For the flat areas, I used 
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Above: Even though the space for the layout was limited, not every square inch 
was filled with track, so that the effect of the railroad being dwarfed by the 
wooded hillside would be reinforced. Here, a worker is busy under the shade of 
the trees, while the crew of BC&G #14 goes about the job of making up a train 
for the trip to Swandale. The engine is a modified S Helper Service Consolidation, 
and the wagon top boxcar was built from a Leigh Valley kit.

Below: In 1971, the Majestic Mining Co. opened a small coal mining operation 
in Bone Town Gap just west of Widen where the original Rich Run Mine was 
located. The first locomotive the company used was a 65-ton Whitcomb center 
cab lettered for the BC&G. The author scratchbuilt the body from styrene, and it is 
shown here making up a train of empties at the B&O interchange in Dundon, in 
front of the company store. The caboose was an ex-PM unit.



MAY/JUNE 2021 31

Left: Around 1960, the 
first Diesel arrived on 
ERC&L property. The 
45-ton Plymouth #20 
was initially used as 
a replacement for the 
Shay on the logging 
branch, but when the 
BC&G ceased running 
Consolidations in 
1965, wood chips 
and finished lumber 
were hauled to the 
B&O interchange 
at Dundon behind 
the little locomotive. 
This scene shows the 
Plymouth crossing the 
Sand Fork bridge with 
a short train.

Right: One of the joys 
the author has had is 
corresponding with folks 
who actually worked for 
the ERC&L Company. 
Cody Burdette, a 
Swandale resident and 
son of an engineer, 
owned a 1-ton 1941 
Dodge flatbed which he 
used to deliver coal to 
locals. The author built a 
model of a similar truck 
and put it in this scene 
that includes both Cody 
and his dog, Chum, at 
Bower Coal in Dundon.  
The BC&G hopper 
was made by S Helper 
Service.

Right: Because it was easily 
accessible by a paved county 
road, the little dairy at 
Cressmont was one of the most 
photographed spots on the 
BC&G. While the Mack railbus 
known as Motor “A” ceased 
regular passenger service in the 
mid-1950s, the author runs his 
scratchbuilt model of the bus 
on his mid-1960s era layout. 
Here the bus has paused to 
drop off a few parcels and 
pick up a few cans of milk 
for delivery to Swandale. The 
model was built in the early 
1990s, but it was recently 
upgraded with a Tsunami2 
decoder and an interior.
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Above: This view of the layout room 
was taken from the access in the 
corner looking over the mountains. 
The desk and shelves contain models, 
reference material and prototype 
memorabilia. The room is brightly 
lit with ceiling mounted fl uorescent 
lights. The painted sky extends to the 
ceiling around the entire layout and 
the fl oor is carpeted.

1½-inch extruded foam on top of a lat-
tice of 1- x 2-inch clear pine supported 
on risers. After some experimentation, 
I found the noise levels excessive, and 
so added ½-inch-thick Homasote on top 
of the foam. I used Woodland Scenics 
foam risers for the grade between the 
two levels of the layout. I laid Fox Val-
ley Models’ new code .138 S track and 
turnouts on cork roadbed, laid on the 
Homasote. I was extremely happy with 
NCE’s wireless DCC on the prior layout, 
and so simply upgraded my system for 
the new one.  

For the steep hillsides, I developed a 
no-plaster, mess-free technique for cre-
ating hard shell. Using hot melt glue, I 
attached plastic sun-shade screening 
material to profi les made of ½-inch-
thick foam. I then applied a thick layer 
of Homax brand texture paint that 
when dried created a surface to which 
rock castings and a forest canopy were 
attached. All of the rock castings, poly-

fi ber trees, and clump foliage, and all of 
the foreground trees were reused from 
the prior layout.

Conclusion
Forty years ago, I had no way of 

knowing that a mere 18 miles of railroad 
plus a logging branch would provide me 
so many hours, over so many years, of 
thoroughly satisfying model railroad-
ing. Soon I will have been modeling 
the BC&G for as many years that the 
prototype operated. So far, my fourth 
layout has met or exceeded my expecta-
tions. I’m so glad the BC&G downsized 
in 1963, and that I decided to model 
the shortened BC&G and ERC&L rail-
roads and model them in S scale. While 
I’ve made great progress, I have a list of 
projects that will keep me busy for many 
more years. What more could I ask of a 
couple of little railroads?  x

(text continued from page 29)
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After reading Keith Pashina’s Quartz 
Hill Mining Company article in the 
March/April 2007 GAZETTE, I asked 
Keith and Joe Crea if they had taken 
measurements of the mine, prior to its 
collapse. Fortunately, Joe had the de-
tailed information that allowed me to 
build my O scale model of the Quartz Hill 
Mine that I call the Crea Mine.

I began by making a building shell 
from aircraft plywood stained dark 
brown to darken the interior when 
viewed through the windows and doors. 
Before installing the roof, the fl ooring 
was modeled where it was going to be 
visible through the open doors. The fl oor 
is board-by-board scale lumber that was 
distressed by drawing a fi ne-tooth razor 
saw at an angle across the boards, and 
by notching the edges of random boards 
to show additional wear. I then brushed 
on Raw Umber acrylic paint, and wiped 
it prior to drying. Then I followed up with 
a light coat of Grey acrylic that was also 
wiped prior to drying. After the fl oor dis-
tressing and painting were completed, 
the boards were installed using random 
board lengths.

Before installing the building’s metal 
cladding, the window and door materi-
als were cut and framed using sanded 
scale lumber, colored prior to assembly 
and placement on the model. All the win-
dows and doors are made of individual 
boards, and the doors have doorknobs, 
face plates, or hand holes for opening 
the door. Some of the windows were 
modeled as partially open, and a couple 
of windowpanes are broken and covered 
over. The weathered wood is an acrylic 

THE CREA MINE
EARLY COLORADO MINING 
IN O SCALE

six-color process, with each color allowed 
to dry overnight, prior to applying the 
next color. The only exception was the 
fi nal color. Each color was thinly brushed 
on using quite a bit of water. I started 
with Titanium White, so the wood didn’t 
show through. The second color was 
transparent Raw Sienna applied to not 
completely obscure the white. The third 
color, Neutral 5, was applied even light-
er, allowing much of the transparent Raw 
Sienna to show through. Burnt Sienna 
was the fourth color applied, still allow-
ing areas to remain where the previous 
colors could be seen. The fi rst four colors 
were applied using a sable #1 brush. The 
fi nal two colors were applied with very 
little water, using a Shaper #1/0 brush to 
cut in sharp edges between the existing 
colors. The fi fth color applied, was Burnt 
Umber. The fi nal color was Ivory Black 
and was applied very sparingly.

Kodak Kodalith Ortho 4x5 sheet fi lm 
was used for window glazing, but unfor-
tunately, the fi lm is no longer available, 
but an Ortho Litho sheet fi lm manufac-
tured by Vesta is available as a substitute. 
The boiler and stove stacks were made 
from Evergreen Styrene tube, with pipe 
joints scored into the stacks with a fi ne-
toothed razor saw.

Builders in Scale plain foil was cut 
into scale 30-inch-wide x 72-inch-long 
strips for the metal wall cladding, and 
30-inch-wide x 96-inch-long corrugated 
strips for the roof. I fi rst used full strength 
PC board etchant to remove the sheen 
from the foil and to provide tooth for 

the paint. As soon as the metal started 
to foam in the etchant, it was removed 
with tweezers and placed in water to stop 
the etching. After etching, the foil pieces 
were rinsed in water for 30 minutes. The 
sheathing was allowed to completely air 
dry on paper towels, and then wiped on 
both sides to remove the fi lm left from the 
etching. Next, I lightly sprayed Rust-Ole-
um Espresso to one side of the sheathing 
and allowed it to thoroughly dry. At this 
point, the sheathing had a slight greyish 
tint showing through in areas, with the 
Espresso color providing the majority of 
the color.

Walthers Goo was used to attach the 
individual wall sheathing, starting at the 
lowest part of the wall, and working up to 
the roofl ine. The corrugated roof foil was 
attached in the same manner. I carefully 
staggered and overlapped the wall pan-
els, and overlapped the roof panels, as in 
the prototype.

Bragdon Enterprises Dark Rust, Soot 
and Ash powders were used to complete 
the iron oxide purple color often seen 
in Colorado. I didn’t apply a fi xative or 
dull coat fi nish to my model, as it visu-
ally erases the subtle chalk coloring. The 
lower wall sheathing was chalked with a 
shade matching the ground color, being 
careful to apply the heavier weathering 
near the ground level.

First, I try and arrange scenery and 
ground cover by studying what actu-
ally occurs in nature. My second ground 

by Lind Wickersham
Photos by the author
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Below: The author has captured 
the color of aged metal used to 
cover early Colorado mines.

Above: Note the contrast between the 
weathered wood and metal cladding in this view.

cover rule is to apply less, and let the 
viewer’s mind fi ll in the rest. The ground 
cover began with a few large pieces of 
sandstone that were cut into the Ho-
mosote base, making them appear to 
be embedded in the earth. Next, a 
base cover of fi nely crushed (pow-
dered) sandstone was put down, fol-
lowed with a sparse sprinkle 

of small sandstone pebbles (more around 
the large rocks), and fi nished up with 
a few randomly placed small pieces of 
sandstone. All of the ground cover was 
attached using a mixture of white glue, 
dishwasher detergent and water, applied 
with an eye dropper. The taller weeds 
are made from jute twine, colored with 
brushed-on acrylic paint. I use sagebrush 
for tree stumps, with tree roots made 
from sheetrock putty that is shaped with 
dental tools. Woodland Scenics ground 
foam was used for the foliage that grows 
close to the ground. Actual coal was used 
at the boiler fuel feed door. I made a saw-
horse, discarded crate and a damaged 
round wooden section of fl ue, to give the 
feeling of an active mine. x
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When I started building my O scale 
layout, I laid out the Town of Tuolumne 
with its major buildings, including the 
sawmill, planer mill, company store, of-
fi ces and dispatcher offi ces, along with 
several company houses. I planned an en-
gine house for my On3 line and fi gured I 
had room to add an engine house for my 
standard gauge section. I located a kit at 
a train show, built and installed it on the 
railroad. So far so good. Then I took on 
the project of building my O scale sawmill 
which was published in the September/
October 2018 GAZETTE. When the mill 
was installed in the town, suddenly the 
standard gauge engine house didn’t look 
so great anymore.

I removed the old engine house and 
cut out the Homasote so I would have the 
track location and a pattern for the area I 
had to work with. I transferred the outline 
to a piece of Gator Board. I am not real 
big on drawing up a full set of plans. Why 
draw when I can build? Since the sawmill 
across the pond was of timber frame con-
struction, I decided to build the engine 
house the same. I fi gured I could use the 
jig I made for the layout of the sawmill 
framing and just adjust the height and 
length. After fi guring its length, I cut a 
batch of scale 12- x 12-inch scale wood. 
Then I wire brushed and then stained it. 
At this point I knew the length, but not 
the width of my engine house, so by tem-

porarily bracing the sides, I played with 
them on my base until I got what looked 
to be the right proportions. I saw that I 
even had room for a shop area and sepa-
rate blacksmith area.

I looked at several ideas for the fl oor 
and decided on a brick fl oor. I experi-
mented with some laser-cut bricks, but 
just couldn’t get the look I wanted. I had 
purchased a mold for making 1:48 bricks 
from a military modeling site. They were 
for German bricks but looked like regu-
lar bricks to me. I had used the mold for 
several smaller projects, but nothing like 
this. I started mixing molding plaster and 
adding paint to the mix so the bricks in 
each batch would have a slightly different 

OUT WITH THE OLD
by Chuck Lind, MMR
Photos by the author

Title photo. The standard gauge Tuolumne engine house at “work” on the author’s O scale layout.
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shade. I laid my track and used some 1/8-
inch plywood as the base for my bricks. 
This would allow the top of the bricks to 
be level with the top of the track. I drew 
out the location of the timber frame posts 
so there would be no bricks in that area. 
Then the fun began, installing the bricks 
one by one with my tweezers. Just shy of 
7,500 bricks later, the fl oor was fi nished, 
and I still had my sanity. I weathered 
the fl oor with various Pan Pastel colors. 
When satisfi ed with the results, I sealed it.

Using my sawmill wall jig, I glued up 
the scale 12- x 12-inch wood and added 
the braces. After removing the wall frame 
from the jig, I decided on using Grandt 
Line roundhouse windows, then added 
scale 6- x 12-inch framing for the win-
dows. My decision was to use board and 
batten for the siding. I cut and distressed 
scale 1- x 12-inch strips for the boards, 
and scale 1- x 3-inch strips for the bat-
tens. They were stained, and when dry, 
the boards were laid out and the outside 
colored with Pan Pastels. At this point the 
boards were randomly applied to the tim-
ber framing. The window trim was added, 
then the battens were applied. While the 
walls were still fl at, I started using gray 
and black Pan Pastels to weather the bot-
tom sections of the walls giving them a 
well-weathered look. I also used the gray 
and black colors on the upper portion of 
the inside walls to give the look of smoke 
built up over the years.

As I stated, I used the Grandt Line 
roundhouse windows. I wanted some of 
the windows open, so I fi gured it would 
take 2 window castings for each window, 
but I was wrong. With the open windows 
you could see the backside of the win-
dows, so now it was 3 windows needed 
to make each fi nished window. I didn’t 
want the look of clean windows, so I used 
chalk on the windows swirling it with a 
brush dipped in alcohol which gave me 
the desired effect. 

The walls were now glued to the base 
allowing me to start detailing the interior. 
I decided to make the area I had planned 
for a machine shop into a storage area. I 
had assembled a couple of CHB machine 
shop kits, but they just didn’t show up well 
enough for all the work put into assem-
bling them. I found a Sierra West casting 
of an old disused lathe and placed it under 
one, then I just started going through all 
my extra castings, painting, weathering 
and placing them to fi ll the space.

Wiring was run through one of the 
wall posts to supply wiring to the inside 
(using 3-volt LEDs installed in Grandt 
Line shop lights). I started playing with 

Below: The bricks being installed one at a time on the engine house fl oor.

Above: This mold, designed for military modelers, was used to cast individual brick 
for the engine house fl oor. The bricks were cast in colored casting plaster.

(text continued on page 40)
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Below: The interior 
walls were built up 
with scale 12- x 12-
inch beams covered 
with scale 1- x 12-
inch planks. They 
were colored with 
Pan Pastels. Then 
details were added 
along each wall.

Left: All 7500 bricks 
in place.
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Above: This interior 
view captures the 
subtle weathering 
of the author’s 
model.

Left: The hearth 
for the open air 
blacksmith shop is 
protected by a beat 
up canvas (tissue 
paper) tarp.
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Above: The author robbed his scrap box to find enough clutter to strew around his engine house.

some angles for the roof and then made 
trusses for the roof support. The roof was 
covered with Stoney Creek corrugated 
roofing, painted and weathered.

The next part of the engine house 
would be the blacksmith shop. It was go-
ing to be an open-air structure, open on 
4 sides, with an old weather-beaten tarp 
hanging to protect the hearth fire from 
the wind. I built the framework of the 
structure and glued it in position. Scen-
ery was added along with lots of detail 
parts, adding life to the area. From there 
I worked my way around the building, 
adding the scenery to plant the building 
into the scene. A pipe rack was built and 
covered with an old (tissue paper) tarp, 
weathered and torn showing its years ex-
posed to the weather. At this point my en-
gine house was basically finished. There 

is a group of us that share our works in 
progress by emailing photos for com-
ments. A couple answered back — “looks 
too clean around the outside.” They were 
correct, in looking at old photos, and in 
books, the engine houses had old parts 
and clutter everywhere. After talking with 
some old timers in Long Leaf, Louisiana, 
they told me that they needed to look in 
the junk pile for what they needed before 
they spent money. So, each evening for 
the next couple of weeks, I would search 
my detail parts, then paint, weather and 
place additional details around the out-
side. 

With the 2019 Narrow Gauge Con-
vention in Sacramento, California, com-
ing closer, I needed to figure out how to 
get my engine house there for the con-
test. A group of narrow gaugers from 

Texas decided we would ride the Califor-
nia Zephyr out to the convention. The 
plan was to make it to Denver and catch 
the train where the good scenery starts. 
I constructed a box to hold the model, 
added handles and anchored the model 
in place. I should have installed larger 
handles. I didn’t realize that when you ar-
rive in Sacramento, the train drops you 
off on what seemed to be the main line, 
a very long walk to the station. My trav-
eling companion (Don Formanek) and I 
carried the box changing hands often, 
wishing I had put on larger handles. An-
other friend, David Fritsche, met us at the 
station with a very nice cold bottle of wa-
ter. Winning Third Place Dioramas in the 
contest made it all worthwhile. x

(text continued from page 37)
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The East Tennessee & Western North 
Carolina Railroad was experiencing a 
boom in the first decade of the Twentieth 
Century. After 20 years of very mediocre 
operations, the stars were finally aligning 
for the little narrow gauge railroad into 
the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
The freight business was booming, and 
it seemed that every month there was a 
new business wanting service from the 
railroad. With more industry came more 
people needing to travel back and forth 
over the line. The automobile was still a 
novelty in the major cities, so the train 
was the only reliable way to get around. 
Railroads nationally were in a Golden 
Age of service, and the ET&WNC want-
ed to join in that boom.

It had begun with the purchase of 
some surplus passenger cars from the 
Carolina & North-Western and Lancast-
er & Chester, both narrow gauge lines 

which had standard gauged by 1902. 
Five cars were purchased in 1903, which 
became ET&WNC combine 6, coaches 3, 
4, and 7, plus a parlor car called ETHEL. 
This one purchase almost tripled the 
ET&WNC passenger car fleet, finally 
providing enough seats for large groups 
of tourists who were discovering the sce-
nic beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
for the first time. In order to provide quick 
service between Johnson City, Tennes-
see, and Cranberry, North Carolina, the 
railroad turned to their main locomotive 
supplier, Baldwin Locomotive Works, 
for a dedicated passenger engine. Bald-
win promptly offered them a copy of a 
proven design that had been done for 
the Nevada-California-Oregon Railroad, 
drawing number 13 of Baldwin classifi-
cation 10-24D. This drawing was used 
to provide locomotives for several com-
panies on both sides of the Rio Grande, 

Part 5: A Passenger Engine for The ET&WNC                                                                    

by Johnny Graybeal

The East Tennessee &Western 
North Carolina Railroad 
And Its Locomotives

Title photo: This is as close as we get to 
a builder’s photo for #8. It was not the 
first of a new design, and the ET&WNC 
did not elect to have a factory photo 
taken. Number 8 was called the “Little 
8” by the crews, as she was smaller than 
the later Ten Wheelers. Photo, collection 
of Ed Bond.

with a total of 18 engines being delivered 
between 1903 and 1925.

The ET&WNC was only 34 miles 
long. So, #8 with those high (for narrow 
gauge) 45-inch-diameter drivers could 
make good time, and the higher boiler 
pressure (180 lbs.) gave the #8 good 
acceleration as well. It was found that 
the locomotive could move a train over 
the line in less than two hours. Instead 
of two train sets making their way over 
the railroad and meeting in the middle, 
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Above: ET&WNC Vice President George 
Hardin was very proud of the railroad 
he managed. He is standing here (left) 
with #8 very early in her career. The 
locomotive looks immaculate, a sign of 
company pride that would be carried 
on by the employees for decades to 
come. Photo, collection of Mary Hardin 
Cowen. 

Below: Number 8 sits at the Johnson 
City depot, waiting to pull the fast 
passenger train to Cranberry around 
1908. Passengers stepped off the 
Southern on the other side of the depot, 
crossed the platform, and boarded the 
Narrow Gauge for the mountain resorts. 
Photo, collection of Ed Bond. 

#8 was able to run back and forth and 
make up to two round trips per day with 
only one crew. This made the passenger 
timetables look full and busy, but it was 
really just one train set making multiple 
runs per day.

The ET&WNC settled into a pattern 
that lasted for several years. Trains left 
Cranberry first thing in the morning for 
Johnson City, and returned almost im-
mediately. The pattern was repeated 
again in the afternoon, creating an al-
most commuter train like pattern along 

the entire railroad. It was very popular 
with people wanting to do business in 
one town and then return home in less 
than a day. The Linville River Railway 
was running by this time, and they used 
their Shay to make the 12 mile run out 
from Pineola to Cranberry twice per day, 
mostly for the tourist traffic. Newspaper 
accounts from that time suggest that the 
LR train was often tardy in getting to 
Cranberry, but there was always another 
train to Johnson City a few hours later to 
make a connection.
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Above: Number 8 derailed her tender at 
the Cranberry wye in December 1912. 
ET&WNC engineer Chester Ford had just 
gotten married and he and his wife Corrie 
were leaving on their honeymoon. He 
helped re-rail the tender while she took 
the photo. She was an avid photographer. 
Photo, collection of Cy Crumley.
 
Right: Number 8 leads a passenger train 
westbound down the Doe River Gorge 
between 1915 and 1917. This is one of 
the few photos looking down on a train, 
and the vastness of the Gorge makes the 
train look like a model. Photo, collection 
Tweetsie Railroad.

This pattern continued even after the 
Linville River Railway was purchased by 
Cranberry Iron & Coal in April 1913. 
Track gangs spent the next few years re-
building this common carrier logging line 
to the higher standards of the ET&WNC. 
A tourist enclave existed at Pineola and 
another resort was at Linville, just two 
miles by track from Montezuma. Well to 
do tourists enjoyed riding in the parlor 
car AZALEA, which was purchased in 
1912 after the ETHEL was destroyed in 
a coach shed fire in 1907. Beginning in 
late 1915, the LR began an extension to 
Shulls Mills in Watauga County, to serve 
a sawmill there. This new construction 
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took over a year to be fully completed, 
and while that was underway, First Class 
run through passenger service began to 
Pineola in 1917. Adding 12 more miles 
to the trip reduced the number of trips 
that could be made per day, but it was 
a great improvement over the slow LR 
mixed train. First Class service would be 
extended to Shulls Mills in the spring of 
1918. 

This put the combined ET&WNC/LR 
passenger train running 56 miles each 
way, a far cry from the 34-mile-long 
ET&WNC. An entire day was required 
to make the round trip. Add to this the 
fact that the new line crossed the Eastern 
Continental Divide not once, but twice, 
between Montezuma and Shulls Mills, 
incorporating several miles of 4 percent 
grade, and it becomes clear why the train 
was taking much longer to make the 
trip over the whole railroad system. The 
ET&WNC purchased a three car set of 
new enclosed vestibule passenger cars 
from American Car & Foundry’s Jackson 
& Sharpe plant in November 1917. Built 
to visually match the AZALEA, these cars 

Right: This timetable from 1915 is typical for the fi rst 
decade of service for ET&WNC #8. Two round trips were 
run each between Cranberry, North Carolina, and Johnson 
City, Tennessee.  This averaged out to about 18 mph, 
counting station stops, between the two points, meaning 
the engineer had to work hard to make good time over the 
railroad, in good weather and in bad. 

Left: Number 8 and a 
short passenger train 
sit at Newland, North 
Carolina, on the Linville 
River Railway part of 
the system around 
1917. Crews were 
proud of their work 
and never hesitated 
to pose for a photo 
with their equipment. 
Photo, collection Gerald 
Ledford.

brought true First Class service to the 
mountains. They were signifi cantly heavi-
er than a typical narrow gauge passenger 
car, incorporating steel frame construc-
tion with wood sheathing over the frame. 
There are photos of #8 pulling the new 
train set but it must have been a strain 

on the locomotive, as newer larger Ten 
Wheelers were assigned the long distance 
trains.

The Linville River Railway completed 
its fi nal extension in early 1919 to Boone, 
North Carolina. This became the eastern 
end of the narrow gauge system. Boone 

(text continued on page 47)
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Above: Number 8 is shown here after the bell and sand dome 
were switched around in 1915. The drivers appear to be fairly light 
weight, indicating that the locomotive was well balanced and built 
for speed, not pulling power. The jacket bands and cylinder heads 
were polished brass. Photo, collection Mike Dowdy.

Below: The ET&WNC purchased an all vestibule passenger car 
set from AC&F in November 1917. The full set plus #8 and the 
AZALEA parlor car sit on the coach shed track around 1918. 
These heavy cars proved to be too much for the small Ten 
Wheeler. Photo, Mike Hardin Collection.
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had been trying to get rail service for 40 
years and was excited about all the busi-
ness that would come to the town via the 
train. The original schedule had the train 
leaving Boone first thing in the morning 
heading to Johnson City, returning late 
in the afternoon. In June, a second train 
was added, leaving Johnson City in the 
morning running to Boone and returning 
late in the day. Number 8 was assigned 
to this second shorter train, which was 
usually just a combine and a coach. Un-
fortunately, the Town of Boone at that 
time could not support a second train and 
it was dropped after only a few months. 
For the first time in 13 years, #8 was out 
of a job.

The ET&WNC had a dedicated coal-
ing facility called Coal Chute just east of 
Elizabethton. ET&WNC coal chute re-
cords after 1919 still exist and are avail-
able for study. Those monthly reports 
show how much coal each locomotive re-
ceived each day as it passed by. Number 
8 is shown as taking coal only three times 
in the entire year of 1920 and does not 
take coal again until 1924. It is possible 
that the locomotive worked on the Linville 
River side of the system but that is doubt-
ful, as all of the LR mileage during this 
time was mixed train mileage, which #8 

was not designed to handle. During this 
time someone built a homemade whistle 
for #8, consisting of three metal tubes, 
which undoubtedly made a unique sound 
when blown. The ET&WNC initiated a 
commuter service between Johnson City 
and Elizabethton in July 1924. A gasoline 
powered jitney coach was to be the main 
power for this run, but a locomotive and 
train often filled in due to breakdowns or 
high demand. Number 8 did pull a few of 
these trains, but even before the service 
ended in January 1925 due to the open-
ing of a competing paved highway, #8 
had been sold.

The ET&WNC sold #8 in October 
1924 to Gray Lumber Company in Wa-
verly, Virginia. At first glance that seems 
odd, but Gray Lumber owned other Ten 
Wheelers so #8 fit right in. The purchas-
ers even sent after the unique whistle, 
which the crews had kept in Tennessee. 
Number 8 served in obscurity in Virginia 
for the next three decades. It is not known 
exactly when she went out of service, but 
she was still around in the mid-Fifties, 
when railroad fan Doug Walker was able 
to save the throttle before the locomo-
tive was scrapped. The number plate was 
preserved as well by H. Reid and is now 
in a private collection.

Above: Former ET&WNC #8 
underwent several modifications 
during her years at Gray Lumber 
Company in Waverly, Virginia. 
The running boards were changed 
to allow for installation of the 
Walschaerts Valve Gear, replacing 
the Stephenson originally 
installed. Marker lights on the 
smokebox were added, a one-
of-a-kind homemade 3-chime 
whistle, as well as a very unique 
front coupler. Photo, collection 
Doug Walker.

The “Little 8” had a profound impact 
on the ET&WNC. The locomotive gave 
the company the ability to cater to pas-
sengers in a timely and efficient manner. 
The 4-6-0 wheel arrangement proved 
to be a perfect match for the grades 
and speeds of the ET&WNC, and all 
of their new purchases in the years to 
come would be Ten Wheelers. She was 
the last ET engine to be sold to another 
company for further use as long as the 
narrow gauge ran. Considering that she 
lasted until the 1950s, it is a testimony to 
the strength and “spirit” of a locomotive. 
The ET&WNC old timers remembered 
her fondly.  x

(text continued from page 45)
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In 1933, Harry Gibson formed the 
Gibson Manufacturing Company in Se-
attle, Washington, to build large speeders 
capable of hauling large crews of loggers 
out into the woods. Previously he had 
worked as master mechanic for Weyer-
haeuser Timber Company at their large 
logging operation at Vail, Washington, 
where he had seen the value of large fast 
crew speeders. He knew that he could 
build a better product than those currently 
being offered at the time, primarily the 
M.A.C. (Motor Appliance Corporation) 
and speeders built by Skagit Steel and 
Iron Works of Sedro-Wooley, Washing-
ton, starting in the 1920s. Even though 
it was in the midst of the Great Depress-
tion, he knew that logging companies 

at this time were looking at ways to cut 
costs. Previous to the design of his new 
machines, logging outfi ts had to haul men 
going out of camp to the logging sites in 
either coaches, a “mulligan” car, or even 
on fl at cars pulled by a locomotive.

Initially, Gibson offered a 12-foot long, 
30 man, a 14-foot long, 40 man, and an 
18-foot long, 55 man speeder. The 18 
footer was also fi tted with an arc welder 
and air, and marketed as a portable ma-
chine shop. The 12- and 14-foot models 
came equipped with a 55 horsepower 
Ford 4 cylinder engine, and the 18-foot 
model came with an 85 horsepower V-8. 

To compliment the speeders, Gibson 
also produced trailers of identical con-
struction to double the seating capacity. 

GIBSON LOGGING SPEEDERSGIBSON LOGGING SPEEDERS
                   

“BUILT FOR LOGGER’S USE — 
TO STAND LOGGER’S ABUSE”
                                                           
by Peter J. Replinger
Photos from the author’s collection

GIBSON LOGGING SPEEDERS

Below: Until the advent of large 
speeders, loggers were transported into 
the site in coaches or “mulligan” cars. 
This photo was taken in the 1920s and 
shows a crew getting ready to travel to 
a logging site on the Simpson Logging 
Company. Photo by Clark Kinsey.

Some of the sales literature claims a sale 
of a 100 man speeder, while what was 
actually sold was a 50 man speeder and a 
matching trailer. The speeders and trail-
ers both came equipped with air, as well 
as hand brakes.

(text continued on page 57)
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Above: A new Gibson speeder 
and trailer on the Weyerhaeuser’s 
Vail operation. Photo, 
Weyerhaeuser Archives.

Left: A short version of a Gibson 
speeder on the Weyerhaeuser’s 
Longview operation.
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Above: A cupola model 
Gibson on the St. Paul and 
Tacoma Lumber Company 
near Lake Kapowsin, 
Washington, in 1947.

Right: This Simpson 
cupola type Gibson was 
photographed at Camp 
Grisdale in 1963. It served as 
the Grisdale switch engine 
until 1985.
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Above: This Simpson cupola type speeder had a head on 
collision with a gravel train in 1948. Photo, Simpson Archives.

Below: This Gibson speeder was built for Canadian Forest Products 
in 1946, and was considered the Cadillac of all Gibson speeders.
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SIMPSON GIBSON SPEEDER #117
DRAWN BY THE LATE GEORGE CUMMINGS

SCALE: ¼ INCH = 1 FOOT

22´ 11/2́ ´

9´

12´
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The drawing of a Washington Iron Works Log Unloader on page 
55 in the January/February 2021 GAZETTE was drawn by the 
late George Cummings, not John Cummings. 

GIBSON SPEEDER TRAILER
DRAWN BY THE LATE GEORGE CUMMINGS
SCALE: ¼ INCH = 1 FOOT

Most of these speeders were equipped 
with side doors, but a few had end doors 
instead. Most had the operator’s controls 
in the middle of the speeder, but a few 
were constructed with controls at each 
end.

By 1938, Gibson built an elongated 
version with eight wheels (two-trucks) and 
powered with a Diesel. It served Weyer-
haeuser’s Longview, Washington, opera-
tion as a daily distributor of food supplies 
between Longview and all the logging 
camps.

In the early 1940s, Gibson built a cu-
pola model that put the operator on top 
for better visibility. Users of this model 
were the Saint Paul and Tacoma Lumber 
Company, Simpson Logging, and the 
Weyerhaeuser Timber Company, all in 
Washington State.

Gibson also developed an elongated 
model of the cupola design with two 
trucks. This was used on Vancouver Is-
land in Canada by the Canadian Forest 
Products, Merrill Ring Wilson Ltd., and 
Salmon River Logging Company, Ltd. It 
wasn’t until 1946 that Gibson built the 
“Cadillac” of all logging speeders for 
Canadian Forest Products. Gibson built 
the frame and running gear, and Hayes 
Manufacturing Company of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, built the body. This 
beast was 40-feet long, seated 90 log-
gers, and could zip along at 40 MPH. It 
was powered by a Chrysler V-8 engine 
and survived into the 1970s before being 
scrapped.

A few crew cars and or trailers still ex-
ist at the Roots of Motive Power at Willits, 
California, and the Oregon Coast Scenic 

Railroad near Tillamook, Oregon. None 
of the cupola designs exist, except the ex-
Simpson one. It is operated occasionally 
by the Simpson Tourist Group near Shel-
ton, Washington, but was rebuilt and to-
tally reconfigured by the Simpson shops 
in 1986. You would hardly recognize it 
today.  

My thanks to John Taubeneck for 
much of this information. x

(text continued from page 52)
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by Bruce Treloar
Photos by the author

FROM OO TO O SCALE

Model railroaders seem to be attract-
ed to harbors and like to model the in-
terchange between ships and railroads. 
The thing with harbors and boats is that 
they tend to be large and can dominate 
even the largest layout. In my case, I had 
already built a timber stern wheeler. But 
my harbor still had some water waiting 
to be fi lled and I was always on the look-
out for another boat of some sort. I’m 
one of those modelers who reads every 
model railroad magazine I can get my 
hands on including magazines from the 
United Kingdom. In one UK magazine, 
I came across an ad for Scalescenes 
(scalescenes.com) featuring a number 
of boats. On closer inspection I found 
they had a OO (4mm) scale kit for a 
small coastal freighter called a Clyde 
Puffer. But Scalescene kits are paper. 
So how would a paper kit do? But the 
Clyde Puffer was just what I was looking 
for my harbor — a small freighter that 
would fi t in perfectly.

My layout is On30, so how could I 
take a OO scale paper kit and turn it 
into an O scale model? I decided to try, 
and ordered a Clyde Puffer. It cost all of 
£5.00. When you order a kit, you are 
given the procedure to download two 
PDF fi les that contain all the patterns 
and a full set of clear instructions. It’s 
simply a matter of printing out the PDFs 
and following the instructions. But re-
member it’s a OO scale kit. So, I had to 
do some calculations to get an O scale 
kit. 

When printing a PDF, you are given 
File/Print. In the File/Print popup win-
dow you have a number of print size op-
tions. You need to use the Custom op-
tion. (Here’s a handy scale conversion 
site that may help — https://www.3dk.
ca/re-size). So, as an example, to go 
from your 100 percent, OO scale, to O 
scale you need to put in 1.583 (check if 
your system needs the decimal point). 
But in my case, I found 1.583 was just 
a wee bit too big. So, I scaled back and 

used 1.5 to give me a slightly smaller 
boat. Be careful if you do this. You need 
to keep in mind the size of doors, and 
other details on your boat. It’s just a 
case of printing in your scale from that 
point. I also found the mast too high 
and tended to dominate the scene. So, 
my Puffer must have encountered heavy 
weather and the mast is broken. Scales 
smaller than S scale should be able to 
get a print on any printer that can print 
A3+ sizes. If you haven’t got a suitable 
printer, then I’m sure there is a nearby 
offi ce supply store that you can get to 
print your plans. Just make sure they 
know the percentage to use. In my 
case, I have an A3+ printer, but even 
that wasn’t big enough for an O scale 
set of plans. But I fi ddled around and 
printed the pages in sections. This can 
be fi ddly but for me it worked. It basi-
cally gave me 2 sets of plans. When you 
have the PDFs, Scalescenes allows you 
to print as many times as you need. I 
also printed onto plain paper because it 
gives a nice dull/mat fi nish which suits 
a working boat. The fi rst time I printed 
the plans I used just black ink thinking I 
would paint the boat. But this wasn’t a 
good idea because the paper didn’t like 
being painted. So, print in color. The 
plain paper in color gives a nice result. 
Remember if you make a mistake not all 
is lost. You simply print off the replace-
ment parts you need. If you are using a 
professional printer, just get a few extra 
prints.

If you are thinking how does a fl imsy 
paper boat last? Then don’t worry. Your 
paper parts need to be glued to various 
thicknesses of card stock. The instruc-
tions tell what thickness of card stock 
is needed for each part, such as heavy, 
medium or light. Each page will tell you 
what card stock weight you need to use. 
Simply cut out the part you need. Glue 
it to the card and then cut the card fol-
lowing the paper outline. I used Bostik, 
Blu Stik to glue the paper to the card.

So, £5.00 will get you two PDFs 
from Scalescenes containing 12 pages 
of instructions and 7 pages of parts. 

I live in the sub tropics. It gets very 
hot and humid. After a number of 
years, there have been no issues with 
my Clyde Puffer. Folks looking at it are 
amazed that it’s made of paper. I added 
a few extra details from my scrap box, 
and my Puffer has timber for the hold 
covers rather than canvas. But those are 
details that you can change to suit your 
requirements.

The Scalescenes web site has the 
following information and a list of scale 
reductions. I have only listed the more 
common scales.

As long as your printer has the 
ability to scale pages up or down, there 
is no reason why you can’t build any of 
the kits in other scales. Your printer’s 
“Scaling” options is usually found in 
the “Advanced,” “Properties” or “Page 
Setup” section of your Adobe Reader
print window. Please consult your 
printer’s “Help Index” for more details.  
x

If you are modelling in HO (1:87) 
or N (International 1:160), all 
products on Scalescenes.com can 
be resized down using the table 
below:

N scale (International 1:160) — 
reduce Scalescenes N to 93%

HO scale (1:87 ) — 
reduce Scalescenes OO to 87%

S scale (1:64) — 
enlarge Scalescenes OO to 118%

O scale (British 1:43 ) — 
enlarge Scalescenes OO to 176%

O scale (International 1:48) — 
enlarge Scalescenes OO to 158%
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NO ROOM FOR A LAYOUT?NO ROOM FOR A LAYOUT?

THE THE 
GUSTON GUSTON 

PIZZAPIZZA
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II have been reading the GAZETTE since 
its very beginning and am also a multi-
scaler. The idea of a pizza layout started 
when fi ddling around with Shapeways 
On18 Shay bodies and Tenshodo drive 
units. Space is always scarce because I 
am modelling in my offi ce. It is entered 
through the door of my wife’s shoe cabi-
net. The door is only 17 inches wide lim-
iting the height of any layout being built 
in my offi ce. With that limitation my pizza 
layout was built in two parts — the base 
and the mine — that could be assembled 
after being moved out of the room.

The base is a 24-inch plywood disk 
with PECO 009 fl ex track with three 
turnouts that are manually thrown. The 
inner radius is 9 inches plus a third rail 
added for On30 track. 

I had a Classic Miniatures Grand Cen-
tral Gold Mining Company kit, with a 
Wiseman Models interior kit. They had 
sat on the shelf for quite a while, so I 
decided to assemble them for my pizza 
layout.

Assembling the mine was straight for-
ward following the directions closely, and 
it is on a Styrofoam disc that fi ts into the 
base of the layout.

One advantage of 
a pizza layout is that 
you can actually fi nish 
it. I am turning 80 in 
2021 and hate to leave 
incomplete work.

I took my pizza 
layout to the Narrow 
Gauge show at Bolzano 
/ Klobenstein in Italy in 
2019 where it was a 
big hit. It shows what 
can be done in a small 
space, is manageable, 
and can be built on a 
limited budget.

I am still modelling 
a 7- x 15-foot 1:20.3 
layout, two British fi le 
box layouts, and a 2- x 
3-foot O and On3 lay-
out.

Right: The 
author with his 
mining empire.

Below: The 
lower level 
showing the 
pizza layout’s 
track plan. The 
mine is on a disc 
that sits on the 
ring behind the 
locomotive.

Title photo 
opposite:
A nice view 
showing the 
completed 
layout.

by Karl Schmid
Photos by the author
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The interior of the Grand Central Mine.  x
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DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN
HO SCALE

The gregory house •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA

Sometime before 1900 Nathan Gregory ran 
a cattle ranch about four miles east of Bodie on 
the road to Aurora, Nevada. He raised his family 
on his ranch. The family believed in education 
and most of the Gregory girls grew up to be 
school teachers.

Spence Gregory was one of the Gregory 
children and grew up around Bodie. His 
education allowed him to become a U.S. 
Government surveyor and mining engineer. 
Later he retired and became one of the last 
three caretakers that remained in Bodie.

The Gregory House was one of the last 
houses to be occupied before Bodie became a 
State Park. The house continues to be occupied 
by park employees. 

The Gregory House was one of the last 
houses to be occupied before Bodie became a 
State Park. The house continues to be occupied 
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The gregory House  •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA
DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN

HO SCALE

SOUTH ELEVATION

NORTH ELEVATION

The gregory house •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA
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WEST ELEVATION

The gregory House  •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA
DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN
HO SCALE

EAST ELEVATION
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The gregory House  •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA The gregory House  •  BODIE, CALIFORNIA
DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN

HO SCALE

EAST ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION
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There is more to a forest than trees. 
Forests have ground cover of many types 
of soil and rocks. Much dead foliage lies 
on the ground, including entire dead 
trees. Frequently there are tree stumps. 
There are grasses and small plants in pro-
fuse variety. Bushes and young trees at 
many stages of growth are present. This 
is called the “under story.” And yes, on 
top of it all there are trees.

There are a couple ways to portray a 
forest on a model railroad layout. For vast 
expanses of forest where only the canopy 
is visible, puff-ball trees look very con-
vincing. I have used this technique many 
times. For small woodlots and highly vis-
ible edges of forests, a detailed woods is 
in order.

I build a forest from the ground up, 
literally, proceeding from smallest details 
to largest. An awl or nail can be used to 
make pilot holes for upright vegetation. 
I use a spray of wet water (a drop of de-
tergent in it) to break surface tension of 
dry scenic components prior to apply-
ing glue. I glue everything together with 
a 50/50 mix of white glue and water (a 
drop of detergent makes them mix).  

I am a great proponent of “workbench 
scenes.” If I have the choice of building 
something on the workbench or on the 
layout, I build it on the workbench every 
time. On my HOn3 Rio Grande South-
ern layout, about 90 percent of the hills 
and mountains were built at a dedicated 
scenery workbench. Finished scenic com-

ponents were placed on the layout and 
blended together with scenic materials.  

The sample scene illustrated in this 
article is typical of the workbench scenes 
that I place on the layout, but I have built 
“workbench scenery” in pieces up to 
eight feet long. Sometimes I build a small 
scene such as this and place it in the mid-
dle of a lake as an island prior to pouring 
the Envirotex “water.”

A forest is a model, too; and just as 
with our trains and structures, detail is 
important. Have fun playing with the art-
form of scenery; you can’t go wrong — it 
doesn’t have to actually do anything; it 
just sits there looking good!

Here is my sequence in photos of 
constructing a woods.

by Dr. Gregg Condon, MMR
Photos by the author

TREES DO NOT A 
FOREST MAKE!

Below: My scenery begins as sheets of insulation foam.

Below: The foam takes on the form of a hill.
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Below: Trees have been added — and it doesn’t look like a forest!

Left: Foam has been 
painted a ridiculous 
combination of 
colors to illustrate 
that paint doesn’t 
matter much, it 
will be covered 
by numerous 
subsequent layers 
of texture.

Below: No trees yet, just added earth and rocks.
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Below: Small bushes form the forest “under story.”Small bushes form the forest “under story.”

Below: Small bits of tree limbs and stumps have been added.

Left: Several shades 
and textures of 
ground foam have 
been applied.
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Above: Finally, the last step is to add trees.  xAbove: Finally, the last step is to add trees.  x



76 GAZETTE

This is the final installment in my 
series on building Colorado Central #10. 
I have tried to highlight the major steps in 
its construction and here I will discuss her 
details, along with final thoughts on the 
whole project.

As I said at the beginning of my series, 
this isn’t necessarily the best — or only 
way to build a locomotive, but it has 
worked for me. My intent was to present 
a method for building a locomotive in 
brass, showing an approach covering the 
main components, without going into too 
much detail on the small parts.

With any project this complex, there 
are things I might have done differently. 
This was my first attempt at doing a 
wagon top boiler, and even though it 

turned out OK, it was certainly a learning 
process.

In addition to the smaller details, one 
last important step to discuss is extending 
the frame. The original Kemtron main 
frame castings are for an 0-6-0 tank 
locomotive which are too short for 
CC#10. This meant extending the frame 
to position the cab correctly. The cab 
sides had to be extended downward and a 
floor fabricated. I soldered brass bar stock 
to the frame castings to extend them 
and to provide support for the cab floor. 
CC#10 is now ready for painting, with 
the exception of the water lines going to 
the tender.

Even though building CC#10 was a 
complicated project, it was interesting 

and fun, resulting in a unique locomotive, 
not available commercially.

Working in brass is my favorite part 
of the hobby, but I realize it tends to 
intimidate many modelers, especially the 
soldering. I suggest that an easy way to 
learn the basics is to get a few pieces of 
K&S brass strip and practice soldering 
them together before starting a more 
involved brass kit. Unsoldering, cleaning 
and resoldering the strips will be a good 
way to learn basic soldering techniques.

My next brass project presents some 
real challenges, and I’ll share them in my 
next series about building an On3 model 
of a Jull Centrifugal Snow Excavator 
— one of the most unusual pieces of 
maintenance-of-way equipment on rails.

by Dan Windolph
Photos by the author

PART 9: THE DETAILS

SCRATCHBUILDING 
COLORADO CENTRAL #10 FOR MY 0n3
COLORADO CENTRAL & SOUTHERN
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Above: Right side view shows all major and minor details discussed in the series, in position on the finished locomotive.

Below: Left side still needs to have the pipe from the injector to the tender installed.
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Above: This early 
construction photo 
shows drivers, boiler 
and cab temporarily 
positioned on the frame 
to measure for frame 
extensions and lower 
cab sides.

Right:  Frame extensions 
and lower cab sides 
have been added.  Note 
the position of the 
air pump through the 
running board.
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Right:  Cylinder relief 
valve was turned from 
brass rod.  Drilling the 
small hole accurately for 
the horizontal rod was a 
challenge.

Left: Small details like the 
whistle cord through the roof 
into the cab add interest.  This 
is also a different view of the 
turned domes.  x
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Victorian Station 
Super Kit with Interior and Exterior Super Detailing 

Kit - SS1115  HO Scale 
Ask for it or others at your authorized dealer or  

order online with our Online Catalog  

www.scale-structures.com 

800-352-1554 
Cell & International: 620-585-2131 
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The inspiration for this project came 
from an email exchange with Mark 
Kasprowicz. Mark recommended a really 
good system of using pullies and belts for 
improving the drives on Lambert Associ-
ates HOn3 Galloping Geese. He credits 
Mick Moignard for coming up with the 
idea. While I was making these drive im-
provements, I decided to make other im-
provements to my geese and that’s the 
subject of this article.

In the May/June and July/August 
2016 GAZETTEs, I wrote about improv-
ing the drives and adding lights to my 
HOn3 Lambert Galloping Geese num-
bers 2 and 3. At the time, I used the best 
methods I had available. The end results 
ran and looked good, but I wasn’t com-
pletely satisfied with the results. Since 
then, I’ve discovered Mark’s drive im-
provements, Keep Alive capacitor packs, 
and improvements in LED technology. 
Follow along with me as I rework these 
geese and make them the best that they 
can be.

HOHOnn3 LAMBERT GOOSE 3 LAMBERT GOOSE 
IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS
SMOOTHING THEM OUTSMOOTHING THEM OUT
by Craig Symington, MMR
Photos by the author

Title photo. Members of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club have chartered Rio 
Grande Southern galloping geese numbers 2 and 3 for an excursion to Lizard 
Head pass. After an early morning start from Telluride, they have made a quick 
stop for sunrise photographs from the famed trestles on the Ophir Loop.

82
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(text continued on page 85)

The NWSL #1215D-9 motors that I 
used in the earlier articles are still avail-
able as of the publication date of this 
article. Replacing the stock low-quality 
“slot car” motor with these smooth run-
ning can motors made a huge improve-
ment to the running quality of these 
geese. However, the open gears between 
the motor and the main drive shaft still 
created a lot of noise. To quiet the open 
gears, Mark suggested using pulleys and 
belts that are available from Nigel Lawton 
in the United Kingdom (http://www.ni-
gellawton009.com/). Each drive requires 
a 3mm and 6mm pulley, with a 10mm 
belt to drive them. Through the website, I 
ordered enough of these parts to retrofit 
my entire fleet of geese. Within a month 
the parts arrived in Canada. The stock 
gears are easily removed with set screws. 
The smaller pulley slipped on to the mo-
tor shaft that I had already shimmed 
out to 1.5mm with a NWSL #10170-9 
1.mm to 1.5mm adaptor bushing. Some 
Loctite secured the pulley in place. The 
stock drive shaft is 2.0mm in diameter 
and the pulley centers are 1.5mm. I used 
my reaming tools to enlarge the hole in 

Right: In the May/June 2016  
GAZETTE, I described how I  
modified the stock Lambert 
Drive by replacing the motor 
with a NWSL #1215D-9  
resulting in my first generation 
of the modified drive.

Below: Reproduced here from the original article is the diagram 
showing where to drill two holes to mount the replacement motor on 
the stock Lambert Drive system. It’s a simple modification. The new 
motor simply screws in place with a pair of 1.4mm by 2.0mm-long 
screws. The motor shaft will also need to be brought out to 1.5mm in 
diameter using a NWSL #10170-8 1.0mm to 1.5mm adaptor. With 
the belt drive, gear alignment is no longer an issue.

MAY/JUNE 2021
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Below: The larger pulley 
needed its center hole  
enlarged from 1.5mm to 
2.0mm. I carefully used  
some reaming tools to  
enlarge the hole.

Right: These are the 3mm 
and 6mm pulleys, as well as 
the 10mm belts used in the 
drive conversion. They were 
ordered from Nigel Lawton 
through his website (http://
www.nigellawton009.com/).

84 GAZETTE
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the 6mm pulley. Once it was a slip fit on 
the drive shaft, it was secured in place 
with Loctite while I carefully aligned it 
with the smaller pulley. 

After waiting overnight for the Loctite 
to set, I installed the rubber belt between 
the pullies. Using a DC power pack, I 
tested the performance of the newly up-
graded drive. I was astonished at how 
smoothly and quietly the drives had be-
come! This was the first time I have ever 
used a belt drive in my modelling, and 
it certainly won’t be the last. We North 
American modelers are often guilty of 
overlooking tools and techniques the 
overseas modelers use. This project goes 
to show how much better off we’d be if 
we keep an open mind to these “foreign” 
techniques.

When I originally worked on my 
geese, there wasn’t the variety of DCC 
Keep Alive capacity packs available like 
we have now. At the time, the only power 
backup option for the Tsunami decoders I 
used was the first generation Soundtraxx 
Current Keeper. These units were too 

Below: Train Control Systems offers 
some outstanding Keep Alive capacitor 
packs. The really small KA2 model is 
excellent for HOn3. I used a KA2 in 
Goose 2 to replace the stock capacitor 
that came with the Soundtraxx Tsuna-
mi decoder that was already installed 
in it. In Goose 3, I used the larger  
KA3 Keep Alive to replace the first 
generation Soundtraxx Current Keeper.

Right: The is the second and hopefully 
final generation of the Lambert drive with 
the new pulleys and belt installed.  
Replacing the stock gears with the belt 
made a remarkable reduction in noise. The 
drive is nearly silent now.
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Below: I made my own LED tester by soldering a pair of AAA batter-
ies in series with a pair of clips on the end. On the tape holding the 
batteries together, I have marked that the red LED wire, or long wire 
for magnet wire LEDs, goes to the blue DCC decoder wire. It also 
reminds me which way to clip the LEDs since they are polarity  
sensitive. If you try making your own tester like this, make sure you 
don’t apply too much heat to the battery when soldering; it could 
explode. In this photo, I’m giving the three headlight LEDS on Goose 
3 one final test before I wire it up to the decoder. Typically, I’ll check 
the LEDs many times during installation.

Above: Before I install small LEDs, I dip them in clear canopy 
cement. Once dry, this clear coating over the LED helps pre-
vent the wiring from shorting to the brass model. When I’m 
threading all those LED wires though the brass headlight cast-
ings, I’m very careful not to pull the LED too far into the cast-
ing to cause a short. I’m also taking care not to chaff the wires 
as I pull them through the tight #75 drill holes. Once all the 
wires are threaded, I use my multimeter to check for continuity 
between each lead and the brass body. If there is no continuity, 
then there probably isn’t a short. 
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Below: This photo shows Goose 3 with the new 0402 white 
headlights installed. They are much more realistic looking than 
the original LEDS that I used in the earlier articles.

Above: This is a photo from the original Goose 2 article. At the time, the only 
LEDS small enough were ones that I imported from Australia. They had a yellow/
green hue to them that was much more apparent in person. I’ve included this 
photo for comparison to the new white LEDs in the photo below.

big for my model of Goose 2, so it al-
ways lacked a capacitor, and was subject 
to temporary power losses. Over the last 
couple of years, Train Control Systems 
(TCS) has come out with a nice variety 
of high capacity Keep Alive packs. The 
small size of their KA2 pack is an excel-
lent option for HOn3. It’s almost exactly 
the same size as the stock capacitor that 
comes with Soundtraxx Tsunami decod-
ers. The stock Tsunami capacitor doesn’t 
compensate for power loss but can be 
replaced with a Keep Alive capacitor to 
serve that purpose. For my Goose 2, it 
was a simple capacitor swap and it finally 
had protection against temporary power 
loss. In my Goose 3, I replaced the older 
Soundtraxx Current Keeper with a more 
modern TCS KA3 unit. This Keep Alive 
upgrade made another dramatic im-
provement to my goose performance.

With the drive and capacitor up-
grades on my geese complete, I set 
about test running them on my layout. 
The improvements were truly remark-
able. All of the improvements I did made 
very smooth, quiet and reliable running 
geese. My geese were running near per-
fectly, and there was no comparison to 
the jerky, coffee grinder sounding, stock 
models that I started with. I’m very satis-
fied with the results!

Test running my geese revealed one 
last thing from the original upgrade that I 
wasn’t completely happy with. The LEDs 
I used in those original articles have a yel-
low/green hue. At the time, these were 
the smallest LEDs available and the only 
ones that would fit in the goose headlight 
castings. Since then, there have been 
great advances in LED technology. I de-
cided to replace those early LEDs with 
newer 0402 LEDs that cast a proper 
white light. 

I’m really glad that I had this conver-
sation with Mark which inspired me to 
revisit my goose fleet. Because of their 
temperamental nature, I’ve rarely run my 
geese over the years. Geese 2 and 3 are 
not perfect, but compared to how they 
ran before, they now run great. I’m look-
ing forward to upgrading my remaining 
Lambert Geese, and running the entire 
fleet during a future operating session. 
Thanks Mark and Mick!

If you’d like to see before and after 
videos of my geese, check out my You-
Tube channel at https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UC6E9HLgnS3P95u6io-
sB4gQ. x
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It is no secret that I am a fan of Inter-
Action Hobbies and the kits they pro-
duce. Inter-Action Hobbies, P.O. Box 
1021, Chase, British Columbia, V0E 
1M0, Canada, 1-888-850-1742, www.
interactionhobbies.com, produces some 
innovative and frankly challenging kits. 
From N to O scale, vehicles to ships, 
to structures, Darryl and Joanna Jacobs 
have something of interest for you. If you 
try one of their more complex kits, I guar-
antee there will be a step in the assembly 
when you will look at what is next to do 
and say to yourself, “Oh heck no!” Not 
that it cannot be done — but it will be a 
detail so fine, no one will ever notice it!! 
Believe me, this is not a dig or complaint: 
just a statement of fact. From itty-bitty 
knobs on roll-top desk drawers to some 
minute soon-to-be hidden detail, you will 
conclude it is just not worth the angst to 
even try. 

Well, sometimes that feeling applies 
wrongly to the entire kit. Kit #15002, 
the HO Seabiscuits Boatworks is a lovely, 
beautifully done boat repair and fabrica-
tion facility, sitting on pilings complete 
with an exquisite cabin cruiser and marine 
railway ramp to the water. Designed for 
a harbor-side setting on a slope, this two 
level facility features an interior, afore-
mentioned cabin cruiser, dock and even a 
dingy with detailed 3-D printed outboard 
motor. I salivated over the ads as the saw-
tooth building is an excellent representa-
tion of a factory suitable for the 1940s 
to the present. The facility also looks 
complicated with all of the pilings, boat 
ramp and components. That is unfair as 
the superb fully illustrated instructions 
make any Inter-Action kit approachable. 

However, for a Colorado-oriented narrow 
gauge modeler, a boatworks makes little 
sense. For some modelers, that would 
end the discussion.

My friend Tony Koester gives a great 
clinic on kit-bashing, starting with the ob-
servation that a certain manufacturer had 
placed a kit for a passenger station in a 
box labeled “warehouse.” He meant of 
course that one should not be dissuaded 
by the title of the kit but look beyond to 
its potential. With that excellent advice in 
mind, I looked again at Seabiscuits with 
new eyes. I ordered one with the optional 
detail kit and began sketching modifica-
tions. Designed to be built on two levels, 
I elected to modify it for a one-level fac-
tory with annex, using as much of the 
dock timber as possible to create a wrap-
around loading dock for rail and truck 
service, and viola! Darryl’s Widgets was 
born! 

Now I freely admit that far more cre-
ativity could have been used to repurpose 
this kit. Truth be told, I am no Art Cur-
ren, the fabled kit-basher who could turn 
a few inexpensive plastic kits into a com-
plex major industrial masterpiece. How 
folks like Art can envision such creative 
leaps is beyond me. So, my rather mod-
est “adjustment” really did nothing more 
than keep 90 percent of the original de-
sign and “flat-land” it. Surely a better eye 
could have retained the split-level design 
with one level served by rail and the other 
by truck. 

However, I was pleased with the over-
all look of the boat works design includ-
ing that sawtooth roof, the corner office 
with full interior and the shipping annex. 
A screen mesh storage porch was a nice 

touch as well. These features were just 
fine as is, so I decided to retain them. Any 
modification of a complex kit begins with 
sketching the proposed new design and 
deciding how to reconfigure the elements 
of the kit to fit that design. Using the walls 
as a pattern, I determined what worked 
best where and how, as well as what 
modifications might be needed. Truly it is 
an exercise in creativity, but backed with 
a little pragmatic knowledge of engineer-
ing. Now, I am no Tony Koester, but I can 
see the wisdom of not being controlled 
by the label on a kit. So, lesson #1 is to 
look at each kit as a series of components 
and ask how those components might be 
converted to another more useful design. 
As a bonus, you end up with a model not 
to be seen on anyone else’s layout. 

Once you have doodled the new de-
sign, the next step is to review and an-
notate the instructions. Obviously, there 
are steps and materials for a boatworks of 
little use in building a widget factory. And 
what is a logical progression of assembly 
for the boatworks may not be so logical 
for the widget factory. Modifying a kit is 
not unlike scratchbuilding in that sense. 

My good friend Bob Brown and I go 
round and round on the issue of scratch-
building. Bob is a superb contest-winning 
scratchbuilder. His prowess is legendary, 
and results, impeccable. I tend to build 
kits, admittedly for the double duty of re-
view and eventual use on my own long-
planned model railroad. I occasionally 
have scratchbuilt, but here is where Bob 
and I part ways. For me, scratchbuilding 
is nothing more than assembling your 
own kit. Yes, you design it (unless you are 
copying a prototype) and yes, you create 

by Charlie Getz Photos by the author

FROM BOATWORKS TO WHATEVER WORKS
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your own, often internal, instructions. 
But beyond that, I submit the process is 
similar to kit building. After the design 
is created, you assemble the materials. 
Then you begin construction. 

With a kit, the design has been done 
for you (except for modifications such as 
described here). So have the instructions. 
The materials have been gathered. But 
once you open the box, your job is very 
similar to the scratchbuilder. You build a 
model using mostly the same skills for 
weathering and construction whether 
scratch or kit. Actually, I maintain that 
building a complex kit is harder than 
scratchbuilding because you are interpret-
ing someone else’s vision and instructions 
instead of your own. That means often 
you will need to deviate from the instruc-
tions, which you rarely do in scratch-
building. Well, as with how many angels 
fit on the head of a pin, this is one debate 
never to be resolved.

With Darryl’s Widgets, I spent quite a 
lot of time thinking about and sketching 
the alterations needed, then determined 
which sections of the instructions I could 

ignore, and which needed adjustment. 
Similarly, I examined the components to 
determine what could be used as supplied 
and what could be repurposed or recycled 
for a future project. These extra steps are 
crucial to a successful outcome. Only 
then could construction begin. I annotat-
ed the instructions heavily, often noting a 
step many pages later be done earlier, or 
reserving an earlier step for later. I also 
gathered any additional items needed to 
create my own “custom kit.” 

Construction proved straightforward 
because of this pre-planning. There were 
some hiccups. The large engine house-
sized doors on the two-story annex looked 
awfully small when cut down to single sto-
ry size. Yet in the end, they worked just 
fine. I spilled some black paint on the new 
loading dock on the annex side and hid 
that by placing an oil barrel on its side as 
if it “leaked.” In fact, I increased the size 
of the black stain. Bob Brown jokes he 
hides his mistakes with a “bucket” but this 
mistake was too big for a bucket. 

I eliminated the lovely full-width fold-
ing doors on one end and created a new 

lower end wall with two windows and a 
freight door from my large scrapbox, to 
fit the space. I also modified the sidewall 
on the “annex” by shortening it and re-
placing the middle window with a vener-
able double door found in my door detail 
drawer from an old Tru-Scale General 
Store kit to service the new loading dock. 
As an example of little tweaks, you can 
make the interior workbenches use two 
boards to create L shape legs. I substitut-
ed an L wood shape from Northeastern. 
Just being lazy. By the way, my “impos-
sible” step was on page 20 when Darryl 
suggests adding microscopic wood draw-
er pulls to a shelf/drawer unit. Nope, and 
the lack does not show. For a contest en-
try, please do add those pulls. 

I also added additional interior details, 
although the kit has more interior items 
than space, and I happily will add the 
extras to my growing collection of spare 
parts. I did add some machinery “neces-
sary” for a widget factory instead of some 
of the details provided. The office interior 
fittings and wall clocks are superb, so I 
installed even more lighting to that pro-

Below:The side of the annex showing the new door and oil spill.

(text continued on page 93)
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Above: This screened-in porch and extra smoke stack for a new stove set off this side of Darryl’s Widgets.

Below: This front view shows the new freight door and windows, the loading door, and cut-down annex door.
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vided in the kit. Also superb are the gas 
and electric meters, available separately 
I believe. I changed the signs since the 
provided ones are nautical. I will add a 
roof mounted Darryl’s Widgets sign in the 
future. 

Another modifi cation was to substitute 
CC Crow, ex-BIS, standing seam roofi ng 
instead of making my own from materi-
als provided per the instructions. Again, 
nothing wrong with the do-it-yourself 
roofi ng; just being lazy. Converting the 
dock and materials into a loading dock 
was mostly successful, but some of the 
timber is quite large for a loading dock. 
A created extension allows the right-hand 
side to be dedicated to rail service with 
the “front” for trucks. I used an NMRA 
clearance gauge to determine the proper 
height and will insure when installed, the 
proper clearance is provided for the rail 
spur. Given the Colorado location, I also 
added more stoves and stacks to the inte-
rior. Anything not used, and there is quite 
a bit, goes into that growing pile for fu-
ture use. A tip: I photocopy those parts 
of the instructions for each saved detail to 
pack with it in a baggie. By the way, as 

a “bonus” there is a 1911 Ford Model T 
closed cab truck included in the detail kit 
as well as a Tichy Jib Crane. 

It took me three weeks of enjoyable 
planning and construction to fi nish the 
kit. Adding the extra details and modi-
fi cations made the kit all that more re-
warding. One example is adding lead 
foil shields (from old Dental X-Ray fi lm) 
behind and under the stoves to protect 
the woodwork. The same material makes 
great roof fl ashing. Frankly, there were 
no challenges or unexpected complica-
tions from the modifi cations I made. Add-
ing two more smokestacks to a sawtooth 
roof did require some head scratching, 
but that was about it. Although it is rec-
ognizable as Seabiscuits Boatworks for 
those in the know, I submit, Darryl’s Wid-
gets will remain unique unless you decide 
to build your own. 

And I encourage you to do so, or bet-
ter yet, modify another of their fi ne kits. 
If you do, please share the results with us. 
Those with far more imagination always 
inspire me and it is always fun to see what 
such modelers can do with a kit. These 
ideas also are not limited to Inter-Action. 
Those with a collection of Fine Scale or 

South River Model Works kits might look 
at those as well. Even those venerable 
AHM plastic kits so near and dear to the 
late Art Curren work. Above all, enjoy 
yourself and let the creativity fl ow.

For those expecting a column this 
issue on things to do in Hickory for the 
(hopefully) upcoming National Narrow 
Gauge Convention, apologies. Blame the 
recent pandemic, as uncertainty at press 
time as to how long closures and restric-
tions would last make prognostications 
very diffi cult. I hope we can all soon get 
back to normal, which for narrow gaug-
ers is hard to defi ne. Until then, model 
on, and perhaps next year will be differ-
ent.

Well, that’s all for now; until next time 
— write, if the mood strikes.

(text continued from page 91)
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Sinking Underwater, A Ghost 
Town’s Amazing Legacy, by Anita 
Goldwasser, and Cecilia D. Craig, Ph.D., 
2017. San Francisco Bay Wildlife 
Society, P.O. Box 234, Newark, CA 
94560, http://sfbws,com/, soft cover, 
6 x 9 inches, 113 pages, $22.90.

In the late 1870s, the 3-foot gauge 
South Pacific Coast Railroad built a 
line from Alameda, just across the bay 
from San Francisco, down the east 
shore of San Francisco Bay across the 
marshes at the end of the bay, through 
San Jose, Los Gatos, and through the 
Coast Range to Santa Cruz. A slough 
had to be kept open in the marshes 
of the south end of the bay for sailing 
ships bringing passengers and freight to 
Alviso. So, the SPC built a draw bridge 
over the slough, and a bridge tender’s 
cabin. The SPC called the spot Station, 
but later it was named Drawbridge and 
a small community sprang up. It had 
no sidewalks, sewer system, stores, fire 
nor police departments, and no church. 
Water came from deep wells. The 
nearest store and school were 3 miles 
down the track in Alviso. But the hardy 
souls who lived in Drawbridge loved its 
isolation. Some commuted to jobs in 
Oakland or San Jose. 

During the 1920s, Drawbridge 
became popular for its duck hunting, 
fishing, and boating. It was also known 
for its “wine, women and songs.”  
Prohibition was ignored, and two 
small hotels were built to handle the 

crowds. As many as 500 people over a 
weekend were reported to have enjoyed 
Drawbridge’s pleasures.

However, as time passed, the towns 
and salt ponds surrounding Drawbridge 
began polluting the areas and taking 
ground water. The water level fell by 
18 feet and the buildings on pilings had 
to be constantly raised. The polluted 
water drove away the food ducks relied 
on, the fish left, and swimming and 
boating became less fun. The last regular 
inhabitants left in 1978 and the town fell 
to the vandals.

Soon the area became part of the 
Don Edwards, Federal Wildlife Refuge 
and access was limited. I live some 10-
12 miles from Drawbridge but have 
never visited the town. There are still 
a few buildings left and a van tour to 
an overlook was available prior to 
Covid-19, but Drawbridge remains a 
ghost town at the southern end of San 
Francisco Bay.

I enjoyed this book. It gives an 
overview of the history of Drawbridge 
and the people who once lived there. 
There are maps and small photos 
showing the town and surrounding area. 
Proceeds go to maintaining the Wildlife 
Refuge. Bob Brown.

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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The latest release of the Mac Operating System, OS 
10.15.1 Catalina, is not compatible with the Gazette 
DVD Archive. Apple no longer supports 32-bit ap-
plications. There are no plans to issue a 64-bit ver-
sion of the Archive, so don’t order it unless you have 
a Mac running an older OS. The Archive still works 
fi ne on Windows PC operating systems.

SET

1964–2014

or send this form with your payment to: Hayden Consulting, 7 South Hijo de Dios, Santa Fe, NM 87508
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NEXT ISSUE PREVIEW

The Nolan Wagon Works
A Tribute to Brian Nolan

by Mike Engler, with Dave Revelia, Richard Smith, Frank Palmer and Jim Hopes

Modeling an On30 (2-foot Gauge) Boxcar With History and Character
by Pete Leach, MMR
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“We have the NARROW GAUGE for you”

SOUTHWEST NARROW GAUGE
P.O. Box 9987, Phoenix, Arizona 85068  •  Fax: 602-943-1713  •  Phone: 602-943-7046 

ACCUCRAFT – AMS • On3/On30 Short Caboose
D.&R.G.W./R.G.S.    Short Caboose    On3/On30 

Plastic Construction, Brass Casting, Metal Wheels, Lights,
Needle Point Axle, Working Coupler with Interchangeable Height

Now In Stock!   $109.00

HOn3 Brass Locos
P.S.C. R.G.S. #25, F.P., New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 950
N.J.C.B. Sumpter Valley Coach, Combine New, Pair, Mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 495
N.W.S.L. Ohio River & Western Coach, Unpainted, Mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 150
Div. Point Ltd. K27, #454, Flying Grande, NEW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995
P.S.C. F.P. Crown C-21s, Few Remaining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995
W.M.C. C-25, Pro Painted #375 Moffat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 650
W.M.C. N.C.N.G. #9, Pro Painted, Can Motor, New Loco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 800
W.M.C. C-16, #278, Circa 40s, Pro Painted, Used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 595
Key R.G.S. #42, Pro Painted, LG 42 on Tender, New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 795
Lambert Pro Painted C&S #6, Beautiful Runner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 650
Sunset K28, Pro Painted, Bumble Bee, New. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 750
Sunset F.P. K36, Many Numbers, Green and Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 650
P.S.C. F.P. C19 R.G.S. #40 Brass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 950
P.S.C. F.P. C19 D.&R.G.W. #344, 345 & 340, Flying Grande, Brass, F.P. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 950
W.M.C. K37 Pro Painted #495, 496, 498 Moffat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 750
W.M.C. K27 R.G.S. #455 ATW Heavy Weather, Used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 500
W.M.C. K27 R.G.S. #461 Heavy Weather, Used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 500
P.S.C. K27 D.&R.G.W. “453 Model” Flying Grande, Square Tender, Heavy Wea., Used . . . $ 695
P.S.C. K37 F.P. #490, Flying Grande . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995
P.S.C. K27 F.P. #461, Flying Grande . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995
W.M.C. T12, Pro Paint, Many To Choose From, Pro Painted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 600
 W.M.C. D.&R.G.W. Diesel #50, No Paint, New . . . . . . . $ 450         Pro Paint . . . . . . . $ 600
FUJI K36 #488, Flying Grande, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,000
FUJI K37 #499, Flying Grande, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,000
Berlyn Business Cars, B1, B2, B3, B7, F.P., New . . . . . . . . Few Left . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 265
Berlyn Business Cars, B2, B3, B7, F.P., 3 Car Set, New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 795
P.F.M. 5-Car San Juan Set, Circa 30/40ʼs, Pro Paint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,200/set
Custom Brass Pro Ptd., Two Car Brass Sets, Coach/RPO/Baggage/Parlor, Many . . . . $ 500/set
W.M.C., 1 of 100, Durango Express, K27, and 3 Coach, No Paint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 975
Key C&S #22, Beautifully Pro Painted, New, Never Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 800
Key C&S #69, Beautifully Pro Painted, New, Never Run, 1 of 50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,000
W.M.C. Beyer-Garratt, New in Original Box, MINT, No Tarnish, HO Gauge. . . . . . . . . $ 1,500
W.M.C. C&S #75, Mint, No Paint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 750
FUJI K36 #482, Circa 40s, Tsunami, Glazing, Coal, Kadees, No Weather . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,000
We have a few F.P. P.S.C. Brass Baggage, M.O.W. & Coaches left . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CALL

On3 Brass Locomotives
PSC Crown Model K27 #453 Flying Grande #1x5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,995
Balboa C-21 #361 New No Paint, no Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 895
PSC K27 #461 Flying Grande Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,995
Car Works, 13T Shay, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,495
Car Works, HLA 20T Plymouth Switcher FP New. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 495
On30 Australian Ry-Co Saddle Tank, New, F.P., No Ltr. Tsunami. . . . . . . . . . $ 1,000
On3 Sunset C-16 #223, Circa 30ʼs, Pro Pt., Glazing , Lt. Wea., Tsunami, New . . . . . . $ 1,650
Sunset D&RGW C-16 #278, Pro Painted, New, Tsunami, Sound. . . . . . . . . . $ 1,300
On3 Sunset C-16 #278, Pro Pt. by Samhongsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,300
P.S.C. Michcal #2 Ptd., No Ltr., Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,500
D.S.P.&P. Breckenridge #15, Multicolor, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,795
P.S.C. C&S #9, Background, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,600
P.S.C. C-16 #223, Super Detailed, Test Run. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,295
Balboa Crown C&S #71. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,600
Sunset K-28 #478, Flying Grande, Samshongsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,500
Sunset K-28 #476, Moffat, Samshongsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,500
BAL C-21, Pro Painted, Crown #361, Flying Grande, No Tsunami . . . . . . . . . $ 995
BAL C-19, #343, Flying Grande, Pro Painted, No Tsunami. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995
Sunset C&S, RGS #74 Ptd. RGS Sunrise, Background, Tsunami . . . . . . . . . $ 1,500
B.L.W. K-27 #462, Green Boiler, R.G. Herald, Super Detailed . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,995
C.B. GOM S.V. #251 Pro. Painted, Tsunami, Lt. Weather,

#8 of 55 Produced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,450
Overland Michcal 26 Ton Shay #8, Pro Painted, Tsunami, Lt. Weather . . . . $ 1,850
Beaver Creek S.V. Caboose #5, Unpainted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 450
Beaver Creek S.V. Caboose #6, Pro Painted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 550

ALSO
“0” Scale - Climax, Pro Painted, No Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 995 

On3/On30 - MMI Die Cast Locomotives
C-19s, Moffat or Flying Grande, R.G.S. . . – In Stock – Few . . . . . $ 699
K-27s, 30s, 40s, Green . . . . . – Few Left – . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-27, In-Board and Out-Board Piston, Black and Graphite,

Lettered with Moffat or Flying Grande, 11 Road Numbers . . . $ 699
K-27, R.G.S. 455 and 461, Sunrise Herald . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-27, R.G.S. 455 Steel Cab “ATW”, After The Wreck Version,

Sunrise Herald, Plow attached . . . . . – Few Left – . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-28, Green Tri Color Herald, 470, 475, 479, 473, Bumble Bee . . . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-28, Moffat Herald or Flying Grande, 10 Road Numbers . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-36, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . – Few Left – . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 699
K-37, Moffat Herald or Flying Grande, Black & Graphite, 10 Road Numbers . . $ 699
K-37, A few remaining Moffat or Flying Grande, Green Boilers . . . . $ 699

Due to some lead times, prices subject to change without notice. All special pricing applies to inventory on hand. Prices are cash discounted. We do not keep customer credit card information on file.

NARROW GAUGE FREIGHT and PASSENGER EQUIPMENT
ACCUCRAFT On3/On30

Last of the 4-Car Sets of Box Cars, Misc. Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 196/Set
D&RGW, Conoco – 4-Car Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Few Left . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 196/Set

On30 ACCUCRAFT Plymouth D.&R.G.W. #50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CALL
On30 ACCUCRAFT Plymouth Industrial Loco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CALL

BERLYN LOCOMOTIVE CO. – Last of the Great Stuff they produced!
R.G.S Rotary 02, 3-Piece F.P. Set, On3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Left $  1,000     
R.G.S Rotary 02, 3-Piece F.P. Set, Sn3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 750
On3 D.&R.G.W. Excursion Car #313, Silver Vista Brass, Interior . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 575
Hon3 Brass F.P. R.G.S. Clifton Coal Pocket, Working Chutes & Doors. . . . . . . . . $ 395

PRECISION SCALE CO. On3 BRASS CARS
Closed Vestabule Silverton Coaches, 1 Blk. Stripe, Circa 1955, 319, 323, 325, 326, 327 . . $ 575
B1, Green, B1 Painted as Silverton Commissary Car (Only 1 of each) . . . . . . . . . $ 575 ea.

SAN JUAN CAR CO. On3/On30 Ready to Run, Prototypical
• NEVER AGAIN •

On3/On30 – NEW RUN – Gramps – 9 New Numbers, $89.95
IN STOCK...Late 1930s Road Numbers

On3/On30 6000 Series Flat Cars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 85.00
Last of Run Tank Cars, C.Y.C.X., U.T. LX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 90.00 
Drop Bottom Gondolas, 700 Series, 800 Series, 30ʼs, 40ʼs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 90.00
Very last of the San Juan Pipe Gons, Idler Flats & Pipe Loads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 175.00
Individual Pipe Gons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  95.00;      Idlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 85.00

Check our WEBSITE for much more!  HOn3, Sn3, On3/On30, Fn3

� � � COLLECTIONS  WANTED � � �

On3 P.S.C. Westside Lumber Co. Shays
17249-1   W.S.L.Co. #7 Factory Painted
17251-1   W.S.L.Co. #8 Factory Painted
17253-1   W.S.L.Co. #9 Factory Painted

17285-1   W.S.L.Co. #14 Factory Painted
17287-1   W.S.L.Co. #15 Factory Painted

#9, #15, SOLD OUT
OUR SPECIAL PRICE . . . $ 3,950    with Tsunami . . . $ 4,400

VERY FEW LEFT

17713-1 #212 Green w/Roof Walk & Hand Rail
17713-2 #212 Green w/Roof Walk & Hand Rail, Removed
17715-1 #212 Silverton, One Black Stripe (Circa 1955)
17715-2 #212 Silverton, Two Black Stripes (Circa 1950)
17717-1 #215 Pagosa Jct., Red
17717-2 #215 Pagosa Jct., Green

Now In Stock ... $ 495

Precision Scale Co.
On3 Combines, Factory Paint, Lights, Interiors, Kadees

Most Beautiful Brass Cars Ever Made!

ALL HOn3 BLACKSTONE ROLLING STOCK…$60
Box, Stock, Flat, Hi Side, Reefer, U.T.L.X., Gramps, Drop

* Chili Line Set  – $ 220     Coach, Caboose  – $ 80
Remaining BLACKSTONE C-19 and K-27 LOCOS

with Tsunami . . . . . . $ 499       Weathered . . . . . . . $ 499

HOn3        BLACKSTONE         HOn3

BLACKSTONE K-28 and K-36 LOCOMOTIVES
RESERVE NOW - Currently $ 440 ea. Pre Arrival.

Delivery Est. Late 2017.K-28 K-36

RESERVE NOW – No Charge For Reservations – RESERVE NOW

470 Royal Gorge
473 Flying Grande
475 Moffat

476 Flying Grande
478 Flying Grande

481 Moffat
483 Flyng Grande
485 Royal Gorge

486 Flying Grande
489 Flying Grande

On30
AM52-010 Short Caboose - Unlettered

Caboose Red
AM52-011 D&RGW #0528, Moffat Logo
AM52-012 D&RGW #0524, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-013 D&RGW #0501, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-014 D&RGW #0500, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-015 RGS #0401
AM52-016 D&RGW #0579, Green

On3
AM52-0103 Short Caboose - Unlettered

Caboose Red
AM52-0113 D&RGW #0528, Moffat Logo
AM52-0123 D&RGW #0524, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-0133 D&RGW #0501, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-0143 D&RGW #0500, Flying Rio Grande
AM52-0153 RGS #0401
AM52-0163 D&RGW #0579, Green

For On30
we will
include

San Juan
Pass. Trucks.

SOUTHWEST NARROW GAUGE
P.O. Box 9987, Phoenix, Arizona 85068  •  Fax: 602-943-1713  •  Phone: 602-943-7046 

HOn3 Brass Locos 
W.M.C. K27 Piston Valve, New Mint, No Paint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     995 
W.M.C. K27, Compound, New, No Paint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     995 
W.M.C. K27, Early Slide Valve, New, No Paint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     995 
W.M.C. K27, Modern Slide Valve, New, No Paint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     995 
P.S.C. New, Unpainted, R.G.S. #25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      850 
P.S.C., F.P., C16, Last Run. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Few Left  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      950 
Key C-18, #318, Unpainted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      750 
W.M.C. Beyer Garratt 4-8-4, 4-8-4, Mint, No Paint, HO Scale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1,500 
Brass W.M.C. Water Car #470, Grey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      350 
P.S.C. K36, F.P., #480, Circa 40’s, Plow, New in Box  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,000 
P.S.C. F.P. Crown C-21s, Few Remaining  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 995 
W.M.C. C-25, Pro Painted #375 Moffat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 850 
W.M.C. C-16, #278, Circa 40’s, Pro Painted, Used  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      595 
Key R.G.S. #42, Pro Painted, LG 42 on Tender, New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      895 
Sunset F.P. K36, Many Numbers, Green and Black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      895 
P.S.C. F.P. C19 R.G.S. #40 Brass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      950 
P.S.C. F.P. C19 D.&R.G.W. #344, 345 & 340, Flying Grande, Brass, F.P.  . . . . . . . . . . . .$      950 
W.M.C. K37 Pro Painted #495, 496, 498 Moffat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,000 
W.M.C. K27 R.G.S. #455 ATW Heavy Weather, Used  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 400 
W.M.C. K27 R.G.S. #461 Heavy Weather, Used .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 400 
P.S.C. K27 D.&R.G.W. “453 Model” Flying Grande, Square Tender, Heavy Wea., Used  . .$      500 
P.S.C. K37 F.P. #490, Flying Grande  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,200 
P.S.C. K27 F.P. #461, Flying Grande  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      995 
Erie Ltd. D.&R.G.W. #50, F.P., Black and Orange  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      600 
W.M.C. D.&R.G.W. Diesel #50, New, Pro Paint, Yellow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      600 
P.F.M. Fuji K36, No Paint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,200 
FUJI K37 #499, Flying Grande, Tsunami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,000 
P.S.C. C-16, #223, F.P., Circa 30’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      995 
Western Union/Car Work Train, Pro Built  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1,500 
W.M.C., 1 of 100, Durango Express, K27, and 3 Coach, No Paint, Brass  . . . . . . . . . . .$   1,250 
OMI Ditcher and Idler Flat, Pro Painted, D&RGW  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$      750 
FUJI K36 #482, Circa 40’s, Tsunami, Glazing, Coal, Kadees, No Weather  . . . . . . . . . $   1,000 
We have a few F.P. P.S.C. Brass Baggage, M.O.W. & Coaches left . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CALL 

* Check our website for Sn3 Locos & Cars. * 
On3 Brass Locomotives 

P.S.C. K27 #461 Flying Grande Crown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,195 
On3 Sunset C-16 #223, Circa 30’s, Pro Pt., Glazing , Lt. Wea., Tsunami, New  . . . . . $ 1,650 
Sunset D&RGW C-16 #278, Pro Painted, New, Tsunami, Sound, 40’s, Lt. Wea.  . . . . . $ 1,450 
P.S.C. C&S #9, Background, Tsunami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,600 
P.S.C. C-16 #223, Super Detailed, Test Run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,850 
B.L.W. K-27 #462, Green Boiler, R.G. Herald, Super Detailed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,800 
P.S.C. C-16 BEE, Pro Painted, Tsunami, Used, Detailed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,400 
Sunset K28, Ptd., 473 Bee, New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     750 
Sunset K28, Ptd., Various, New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     750 
Sunset K28, Ptd., No Paint,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     650 
Museum Quality B.L.W. K27 #458, Tsunami 2, super detailed, show quality, plow, New  . . $  2,450 
Berlyn Loco K27s, F.P., Ltrd. 30’s, 40’s, Many, New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,950 
Berlyn Loco K28s, F.P., Ltrd. 30’s, 40’s, and BEE, Many, New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,950 
P.S.C. C-16 #278, Black, 30’s, Pro Pt., Lt. Wea., Tsunami, New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,950 
K27 R.G.S. #455, Sunrise Herald, Pre-Wreck, New, Never Run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,950 
P.S.C. Pilot Model K36, Rare “Crown”, Equalized Drivers, Pro Pt., Lettered, 
     D.&R.G.W. #484 Flying Grande, Tsunami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2,200 
B.L.W. K27, F.P., #453, Circa 40’s, Tsunami, Slt. Use  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,750 
On3 P.F.M. “Crown Model” K36, Pro Painted, D.&R.G.W. #486, Circa 40’s, Slt. Use . . $  2,000

On3/On30 - MMI Die Cast Locomotives
K-27s, 30s, 40s, Green . . . . . – Few Left –  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 799 
K-27, In-Board and Out-Board Piston, Black and Graphite, 

Lettered with Moffat or Flying Grande, 11 Road Numbers  . . . .$ 799 
K-27, R.G.S. 455 and 461, Sunrise Herald  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 799 
K-27, R.G.S. 455 Steel Cab “ATW”, After The Wreck Version, 

Sunrise Herald, Plow attached . . – Few Left –  On3 Only  . . . .$ 799 
K-28, Green Tri Color Herald, 470, 475, 479, 473, Bumble Bee  . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 799 
K-28, Moffat Herald or Flying Grande, 10 Road Numbers  . . . . . . . .$ 799 
K-37, Moffat Herald or Flying Grande, Black & Graphite, 10 Road Numbers  . .$ 799 
K-37, A few remaining Moffat or Flying Grande, Green Boilers . . . . .$ 799

✭✭  COLLECTIONS WANTED ✭✭

Due to some lead times, prices subject to change without notice. All special pricing applies to inventory on hand. Prices are cash discounted. We do not keep customer credit card information on file.

NARROW GAUGE FREIGHT and PASSENGER EQUIPMENT 
ACCUCRAFT On3/On30 

Last of the Box Cars, R.G.S., D.&R.G.W., Data Only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 75/Ea. 
On30 ACCUCRAFT Plymouth D.&R.G.W. #50 and Industrial Loco  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 500 
BERLYN LOCOMOTIVE CO. – Last of the Great Stuff they produced! 
Sn3 R.G.S Rotary 02, 3-Piece, F.P., Brass Set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $       750 
On3 D.&R.G.W. Excursion Car #313, Silver Vista Brass, Interior, 1 Left  . . . . . .$ 495 

PRECISION SCALE CO. On3 BRASS CARS 
Closed Vestabule Silverton Coaches, 1 Blk. Stripe, Circa 1955, 319, 323, 325, 326, 327  . . . . .$       495 
B1, Green, B1 Painted as Silverton Commissary Car (Only 1 of each)  . . . . . . .$       495

SAN JUAN CAR CO. On3/On30 - Ready to Run - Last Ones 
Flat Car w/Pickup Truck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   100.00 
On3/On30 6000 Series Flat Cars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$   100.00 
Last of Run Tank Cars, C.Y.C.X., U.T. LX, Gramps . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$   100.00  
Drop Bottom Gondolas, 700 Series, 800 Series, 30’s, 40’s . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$   100.00 
Very last of the San Juan Pipe Gons, Idler Flats & Pipe Loads , Pairs . . . . . . . .$   160.00

P.S.C. On3 Model A Rail Inspection Cars – $ 250 ea.
All Black  •  Black w/Tan Fenders  •  Black w/Full Top

17713-1 #212 Green w/Roof Walk & Hand Rail 
17713-2 #212 Green w/Roof Walk & Hand Rail, Removed 
17715-1 #212 Silverton, One Black Stripe (Circa 1955) 
17715-2 #212 Silverton, Two Black Stripes (Circa 1950) 
17717-1 #215 Pagosa Jct., Red 
17717-2 #215 Pagosa Jct., Green 

Now In Stock ... $ 495 
17713-1   #212 Pro. Paint Red, Wells Fargo, Circa 20s . . .. . . . . $ 795 

Precision Scale Co. F.P. Brass Cars
On3 Combines, Factory Paint, Lights, Interiors, Kadees 

•  Silverton Coaches, 1 stripe, 2 stripe, Aspen Gold  • 
•  Green Coach Open Platform  •  Green Coach Closed Vestibule  •

BLACKSTONE K-28 and K-36 LOCOMOTIVES 
RESERVE NOW - Currently $ 440 ea. Pre Arrival.   

       Delivery Est. - Not Announced

ALL HOn3 BLACKSTONE ROLLING STOCK…$75 
Box, Stock, Flat, Hi Side, Reefer, U.T.L.X., Gramps, Drop 

* Chili Line Set  – $ 220     Coach, Caboose  – $ 100

HOn3        BLACKSTONE         HOn3

K-28 K-36

RESERVE NOW – No Charge For Reservations – RESERVE NOW

470 Royal Gorge 
473 Flying Grande 
475 Moffat

476 Flying Grande 
478 Flying Grande

481 Moffat 
483 Flyng Grande 
485 Royal Gorge

486 Flying Grande 
489 Flying Grande

“We have the NARROW GAUGE for you”

For On30 
we will 
include 

San Juan 
Pass. Trucks.

– Check our NEW WEBSITE and ONLINE STORE – 
NEW, UPDATED EVERY DAY    www.i-sng.com

E-Mail:  sngtrains@gmail.com      Web:  www.i-sng.com

COMING - ACCUCRAFT On3/On30 
D.&R.G.W. C-25, Ptd. No Ltrs., Ltrd. 30s Geen, Ltrd. 40s Black  . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1,950 
Coaches, Yellow 1 Stripe, Yellow 2 Stripes, Green D.&R.G.W., 
     Red D.&R.G.W., C&S, R.G.S. Red  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      100 
4-CAR SETS - Box Cars:  D.&R.G.W. Royal Gorge - 2 different sets; 
     Flying Grande - 3 different sets; C&S & R.G.S. - 1 set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  147/set 
4-CAR SETS - Flat Cars:  D.&R.G.W. - 2 sets; C&S - 1 set; R.G.S. - 1 set; 
     S.P. - 2 sets.  NCNG, EBT. PAC. COAST NEV. CA. - 1 set each  . . . . . . . $  128/set 
4-CAR SETS - Tank Cars:  Conoco Silver - 2 sets; Shell Oil - 1 set; 
     Std. Oil, Associated Oil, NCNG - 1 set each; Conoco Black - 2 sets  . . . . . $  147/set  
D.&R.G.W./R.G.S. Short Cabooses, 30s, 40s, R.G.S.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  109/ea.

NOTE: 
We are adding ‘Out of Production’ HO and O Gauge Structure Kits to our website. 

We now have over 800 different kits listed.  Also Books! 

Misc.



100 GAZETTE

We’re P-B-L 
 P.O. Box 769  

  Ukiah, CA  95482  
  pbl@

p-b-l.com  
  We’ve a new section featuring GREAT PHOTOS of GREAT Sn3 LAYOUTS on our website at www.p-b-l.com!   Come check us out!
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